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Ex.  Comm,  hears  challenge  funds  report 

By  William  H,  Perkins  Jr.  •  North  American  missions  —  partner-  Education  Commission,  trustee  for  the 


Editor 


The.  executive  committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  auring  its  meeting  March  5  at  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jacl^n, 


received  information  on  the 
disbursement  of  the  challenge 
portion  of  the  2000  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
budget  and  elected  a  new 
director  of  church-minister 
relations. 

Receipts  for  the  challenge 


Rastor  of  First  Church,  He  holds  degrees  from  Mississippi 

lewton,  to  replace  Louis  College  (BA  and  New  Orleans 

Smith,  who  has  announced  his  Seminary  (Th.M.  '71,  D.Min.  '75). 

.1  ,  Harmon  and  his  wife  Nancy  are  the 

parents  of  two  adult  children. 

"I  am  looking  forward  with  great  antic¬ 
ipation  to  worlong  with  the  pastors  and 
churches  of  our  state.  It  is  both  exciting 
and  humbling  to  consider  the  responsibil¬ 
ities  of  this  position,"  Harmon  said. 

In  other  business,  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  heard  a  report  from  Wayne 
VanHom,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
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tions  department  assists 
churches  in  the  process  of 
pastor  and  staff  searches, 
nelps  support  pastors  and 
church  staff  members  who 
have  been  force-terminated, 
and  provides  counsel  to 
churches  in  crisis. 

Mississippi  Bapfet  Convention:  The  department  also  houses  Robin 

•  50%  to  Christian  education:  $422,044.  Nichols,  the  state  representa- 

•  30%  to  international  missions:  $253,227.  tive  for  the  Annuity  ^ard  of 

•  10%.  4a  North  American  missions:  the  Southern  Baptist 

$84,409.  Convention. 

10%  to  Mississippi  missions:  $84,409.  Steve  Stone,  MBCB  associ- 

The  Christian  education  piortion  of  the  ate  executive  director  for 
challenge  funds  was  presented  to  the  three  church  ministries,  said  a  check 
Mississmpi  Baptist  colleges  —  William  of  Harmon's  references 
Carey  College  m  Hattiesburg  ($152,788),  revealed  his  "strong  character. 

Blue  Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain  ability  to  resolve  problems, 

($73,136),  and  Mississippi  College  in  and  exceptional  relational  and 
Clinton  ($196,100)  —  at  the  January  meet-  administrative  skills.  These 
ing  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Education  traits  are  paramount  to  the 
Commission.  work  of  the  church-minister 

The  colleges  received  their  shares  of  relations  department." 
the  funds  based  on  a  student  enrollment  A  native  of  Meridian,. 
fonnula  designed  by  the  education  com-  Harmon  has  pastored 
mission.  DalevUle  Church,  Daleville  (1966-69);  Mt. 

The  executive  committee  accepted  the  Olive  Church,  Meridian  (1969-76); 
recommendation  of  MBCB  executive  Magnolia  Street  Church,  Laurel  (1976-79); 
director-treasurer  Jim  Futral  that  the  other  First  Church,  Purvis  (1979-83);  and  First 
challenge  fund  categories  be  utilized  to  Church,  Newton  (1983-2001). 
support:  Harmon  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 

•  International  missions  —  partnership  MBCB  executive  committee,  chairman  of 

efforts  in  the  Mid-Americas  (Central  the  MBCB  personnel  and  policy  commit- 
America)  and  Ukraine.  tee,  chairman  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 


Hannon 


Richardson  represented 
Clay  Association  whfle  serving 
as  pastor  of  First  Church,  West 
Point,  and  his  move  made  him  ineligible 
to  serve  on  the  convention  board. 

The  executive  committee  approved  the 
appointment  of  David  Sapp,  pastor  of 
^Iva  Rena  Church,  Water  Valley,  to  f^ 
the  imexpired  term  of  Donnie  Stewart, 
who  resigned  his  position  as  the 
Yalobusha  Association  representative  on 
the  convention  board. 


Smith 
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Will  Mississippians  vote 
to  change  their  state 
flag?  The  issue  has  cer¬ 
tainly  evoked  strong  feelings 
since  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  an  oversight 
during  the  drafting  of  the  18% 
Constitution  left  us  without  a 
legally-recognized  banner  for 
lo  these  many  years. 

The^point  or  liginj^ntion  over 
the  flag  we  now  use  is  the  Cross 
of  St.  Andrew  in  the  upper  left- 
hand  comer  (called  the  canton). 
The  Cross  of  St.  Andrew, 
of  course,  was  used  by 
some  Confederate  forces 
during  the  United 
States^  devastating  war 
against  itself  nearly  a 
centvuy  and  a  half  ago. 

Since  that  time,  the 
symbol  has  been  us^  to 
honor  the  sacrifice  of 
those  who  fought  the 
Civil  War,  and  also  to  ter¬ 
rify  and  intimidate  a  sig- 
ninccmt  segment  of  the 
H.  American  population. 

I_  A  commission  ap- 

pointed  by  Governor 
Ronnie  Musgrove  and 
chaired  by  former 
Governor  V^Uiam  Winter  was 
charged  with  holding  public 
hearings  around  the  state  and 
issuing  a  re^rt  on  the  future  of 
the  state  flag,  ranging  from 
retention  of  me  unofficial  flag 
to  recommending  a  new  flag. 

The  process  was  a  sad  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  state  of  civility 
and  public  discourse  in 
Mississippi.  The  commission  is 
to  be  congratulated  for  coming 
up  with  a  recommendation. 

That  recommendation,  as  we 
all  know  by  now,  is  to  adopt  a 


The  power  of  symbols 


newly-designed  flag 
that  the  commission 
members  understood 
would  not  please 
everyone  but  would 
offer  the  state  an 
opportunity  to  start 
afresh  with  a  symbol 
not  so  heavily  bur¬ 
dened  by  history. 

Long  before  the  rise 
of  the  Third  Reich  in 
Germany  between  the 
World  Wars,  the  swasti¬ 
ka  was  viewed  as  a 
harmless  representa¬ 
tion  of  everything  from 
good  luck  m  ^e  early 
1900's,  to  the  Hindu 
god  Ganesha,  where  it 
has  been  imprinted  on 
the  elephant-like  crea¬ 
ture's  palm  for  thou-  This  jxistcard,  copyright  1907  by  E.  Phillips,  a  U.S.  card  pi 
sands  of  years  as  a  sign  for  the  universally  high  regard  in  which  the  swastika  was  held  as  a 
of  good  fortune.  token  before  use  by  thelslazis  corrupted  its  meaning.  (Text  an_ 

Due  to  the  Nazi's  reproduction  courtesy  of  httpy/www.luckymojo.com/swastika.html) 
adoption  of  this  inno¬ 


card  publisher,  s 


!r,  speaks 
I  good  luck 
cf  postcard 


cent  symbol  for  their  evil  pur¬ 
poses,  however,  the  swastika 
now  breeds  universal  revulsion 
and  disgust.  Its  connection 
with  one  of  the  vilest  periods  in 
human  history  has  rendered  it 
inappropriate  for  any  other 
purpose. 

The  Mississippi  state  flag 
and  the  Cross  of  St.  Andrew 
contained  in  that  flag  are  not  in 
the  same  class  as  the  Nazi  use 
of  the  swastika  —  not  even 
close  —  and  the  analogy  is  not 
meant  to  offend  anyone  who 
believes  the  flag  represents  the 
sacrifice  and  dedication  of  their 
ancestors  to  a  noble  cause. 

The  fact  remains,  however, 
that  a  significant  number  of 
Mississippians  view  the  flag  as  a 


symbol  of  hatred,  oppression, 
and  racism.  Sadly,  the  misaj»ro- 
priation  of  the  Cross  of  St. 
Andrew  by  hate  groups  bent  on 
murder  and  mayhem  has  given 
many  Mississippians  reason  to 
believe  that' s  what  tive  symbol  — 
and  by  extension,  the  state  flag 
and  the  state  itself  —  represent. 

Most  of  us  know  that  nothing 
could  be  farther  from  the  truth, 
but  could  our  stubborn  refusal 
to  consider  other  people's  view¬ 
points  on  the  state  flag  actually 
harm  our  Christian  witness? 

As  always,  the  Bible  holds 
the  answer.  Read  1  Cor.  8  and 
Rom.  14,  and  then  decide  for 
yourself  if  this  flag  issue  has 
become  a  stumbling  block  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  If  you  need 


help  understanding  how  these 
powerful  chapters  relate  to  the 
issue  at  hand,  ask  your  pastor. 

As  the  April  referendum 
draws  near  and  the  voices  of  irra¬ 
tional  on  botii  sides  rage  on, 
may  Christians  be  reminded  ttiat 
only  one  symbol  counts  for  eter¬ 
nity  —  the  cross  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

Does  God  care  which  flag 
flies  over  the  State  of 
Mississippi?  Probably  not  as 
much  as  some  of  us  like  to 
think.  Does  God  care  about  our 
relationships  with  other  petmle 
—  fellow  believers  and  tne  lost 
alike?  Count  on  it. 

It  is  the  latter,  not  the  former, 
for  which  we  will  one  day  be 
held  accountable. 
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Numbers  have  dehuman¬ 
ized  us.  Here's  the  proof: 
read  the  following  statisticrs,  and 
while  you're  readmg  gauge  your 
emotional  response. 

•  cm  estimated  14.8  million 
Americans  used  illicit  drugs  in 
1999. 

•  10.9%  of  youth,  ages  12-17, 
r^^rted  using  illicit  drugs  in 

•  an  estimated  66.8  million 
Americans  used  tobacco  in  1999, 
equal  to  30.2%  of  the  U.S.  population  12 
..years  old  and  older. 

•  105  million  Americans  age  12  and 
older  used  alcohol  in  1999.  10.4  million 
were  12-20  years  old. 

•  20%  of  teen  addicts  have  shared 
drugs  with  their  parents. 

•  nearly  two-thirds  of  all  students  will 
have  tired  marijuana  before  finishing  high 
school.  ^ 

Now,  how  are  you  feeling? 

Chances  are,  your  resptxise  is  something 
like,  "That's  t<x)  bad."  We've  heard  all  fliese 
numbers  before,  and  while  we  can  easily 
acknowledge  the  tragedy  of  these  facts,  we 
still  remain  passive  —  unless  these  numbers 
represent  us  or  someone  we  love.  Then  it's 
personal,  and  our  grief  knows  whole  new 
dimensions.  The  pam  comes  home  to  roost. 

During  all  my  years  as  a  youth  minister, 
I  was  seldom  naive  concerning  the  behavior 
of  my  youth  group.  I  always  had  some  fine, 
godly  kids;  some  kids  who  were  experi¬ 
menting  with  drugs  and  alcohol;  and  a 
handful  of  kids  who  were  heavily  involved 
in  substance  abuse  —  typically  aicc^l. 


Some  years  ago,  I  counseled 
with  a  mother  and  father  who 
were  struggling  with  a  way¬ 
ward  dau^ter.  Their  daughter 
—  their  only  child  —  had  got¬ 
ten  involved  with  a  toxic  roy 
and  began  drinking.  What 
began  as  a  move  on  her  part  to 
be  socially  accepted  had  esca¬ 
lated  to  full-fledged  addiction. 

In  attempting  to  counsel  this 
family,  I  leamra  that  the  par¬ 
ents  were  committed  Christian 
folks.  They  were  consistent  in  church  atten¬ 
dance.  They  had  never  had  tobacco  or  alco¬ 
hol  in  their  home.  It  seemed  to  be  the  ideal 
Christian  home. 

Then,  in  a  private  conversation  one 
afternoon  with  the  daughter,  she  blurted 
out,  "My  folks  don't  like  the  preacher  or 
anyone  else  on  the  church  staff.  They  talk 
about  y'all  all  the  time." 

I  wasn't  sure  what  to  do  with  that  infor¬ 
mation,  or  whether  it  had  any  bearing  on 
her  alcoholism.  I  did  wonder,  thou^,  if 
Satan  had  used  that  one  seemingly  small 
issue  as  a  gateway  into  that  home.  Had  the 
parent's  attitude  manifested  itself  in  their 
daughter's  life  through  alcohol  abuse? 

In  our  families  ancTamong  our  peers,  we 
best  serve  God  and  society  by  being 
authentic  Christians.  We  project  our  hearth 
condition  into  the  world  around  us.  We  fool 
no  one;  our  kids  see  us,  the  world  sees  us, 
and  most  certainly  God  sees  us.  If  we  are  to 
make  any  kind  of  difference  in  the  world,  it 
must  begin  with  us  as  individuals. 

Want  to  see  the  culture  of  addiction 
change?  Change  begins  in  me  —  and  you. 


In  My  View: 


Changing  the 
culture  of  addition 

By  Tony  Martin,  Associate  Editor 
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Panel  examining  Indonesian  persecution 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 

Sharply  different  persp>ectives 
on  religious  persecution  in 
Indonesia  have  been  laid  before 
the  United  States  Conunission 
on  International  Religious 
Freedom. 

After  witnesses 
testified  in 

Washington  •  I 
about  condi- 
tions  in  the 
country, 
experts  rec-,  r 
ommended • 
possible 

actions  the  - 

United 

S  t  a  t  e  s>.^  _ 

could  take 
to  end  reli- 
gious  perse¬ 
cution  there.  . 

A  Christian  *  *  * 

professor  and  a 
Muslim  leader 
from  Indonesia 
shared  their  opinions  as 
to  the  cause  and  severity  of 
the  conflict  in  the  Maluku 
Islands  of  Indonesia.  Fighting 
between  Muslims  and  forced  conversions  to  Islam  and 
Christians  erupted  in  the  forced  circumcisions  of 
Malukus  in  January  1999.  More  Christian  men  and  women.  He 
than  4,000  people  have  been  also  testified  that  many 
killed  cind  as  many  cis  500,000  Christians  still  are  being  held 
people  displaced  smce  then.  hostage  in  mosques. 

A  weak  government  that  is  However,  Fi.M.  Jusuf  Ely, 
Islamic-friendly,  influence  from  chairman  of  the  Jaziratul 
outside  jihad  warriors  %id  ide-  Muluk  Muslim  organization  in 
ological  clashes  among  Ambon,  Indonesia,  insisted  the 
Muslims  and  Christians  have  conflict  is  not  a  religious  war. 
flamed  the  current  religious  "The  conflict  is  involving 
fighting,  said  John  Titaley,  a  Muslim  and  Christian 
professor  at  Satya  Wacana  Protestant  only,  but  not  with 
Christian  University  in  Christian  Catholic,"  he  said. 
Salatiga,  Indonesia.  "The  conflict  is  not  a  religious 

"The  emergence  of  religious  conflict.  The  provocateurs  use 
feelings  which  have  encouraged  the  religion  issues  and  local 
4he  slaughterinjg  of  pastors  and  value  issues  to  blow  up  the 
the  burning  down  of  church  conflict." 
buildings  ...  are  seen  as  system-  The  commission's  chairman, 
atic  attempts  to  eliminate  nistor-  Elliott  Abrams,  asked  witnesses 
ical  recoixk  of  Christianity  in  their  opinions  about  what  the 
Maluku  and  Ambon  in  particu-  government  of  Indonesia  should 
lar,"  Titaley  said.  be  doing  to  stop  the  conflict. 


Showing  photographs  of  vie-  Some  witnesses  said  they  raised  the  question  of  whether 

tims  he  has  mterviewed,  Titaley  wanted  the  government  to  [terrorist  financier]  Osama  bin 
told  the  commissioners  about  pressure  Indonesia's  military  to  Laden  is  implicated." 


actually  keep  the  peace,  while  Hefner  advised  against 
other  panelists  saia  the  govern-  assigning  significant  responsi- 

R‘:  to  control  bility  for  the  fighting  to  bin 

Laden,  other  than  acknowledg- 
le  a  plea  to  ing  evidence  that  bin  Laden  has 
ernmental  hdped  transfer  funds  and  arma- 
izations.  ments  to  segments  of  the  nation- 
P  1  e  a  s  e  ally  organized  Laskar  jihad, 
n't  support  A  panel  of  four  experts  on 
ly  people  the  Indonesian  situation  recom- 
vith  food  mended  several  steps  the 
every  United  States  could  take  to 
im  o  n  t  n  resolve  the  conflict.  Most  of  the 
Ibecause  panelists  agreed  against  send- 
'my  people  mg  peacekeeping  troops  and 
become  advocated  using  nongovem- 
lazy  and  mental  organizations  that  did 
hey  only  not  have  religious  ties. 

/ant  to  get  "I  think  [the  conflict]  is  so 
Ip  and  not  polarized  now  that  in  fact  [reli- 
rk,"  he  said,  gious  entities]  would  almost 
riease,  help  my 
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certainly  exacerbate  things," 
said  Sidney  Jones  of  Human 
Rights  Watch.  "It  might  work  if 
it  were  an  Indonesian  organiza¬ 
tion  that  was  faith-based  but 
outside  orgaiuzations,  no." 

The  commissioners  are 
scheduled  to  release  their  rec¬ 
ommendations  in  May. 
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Adaption  credit  intiad^Ked 


support  from  the  Middle  East, 
in  particular  from  non-govem- 
ment  segments  of  Saudi 
Arabia,"  said  Robert  Hefner,  a 
professor  of  anthropology  at 
Boston  University.  'This  has 


GRIM  PROTEST  — 
Christians  in  Ambon, 
Indonesia,  build  mock  coffins 
to  use  in  demonstrations 
protesting  the  lack  of  govern¬ 
ment  protection  or  response  to 
attacks  on  Christians  in  the 
area.  (BP  photo  by  Warren 
Johnson) 


In  what  may  be  a  wartime  first,  the  number  of  professions  of  faith 
exceeds  the  number  of  U.  S.  casualties  during  Operation  Desert  Storm.  At 
least  1,200  professions  of  faith  were  record^  by  Southern  Baptist  chap¬ 
lains  serving  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 


First  Church,  Columbia,  and  First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  are  recog¬ 
nized  at  the  February  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  exec¬ 
utive  committee  as  being  pace  setters  in  percentage  giving  to  the 
Cooperative  Program. 


First  Church,  Indianola,  presents  its  pastor,  David  T.  Cranford,  with  a 
new  Ford  automobile  upon  his  fifth  year  of  service  at  the  Delta  church. 
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Mississippi  Baptists  constructing  churches 


By  llin  Nicholas 
mBCB  Staff  Writer 


good  unit,  where  scores 

deed  led  to  Mississippi 

Kennedy,  mem-  volunteers  prepared 

River  tens  thousands  of 

Church,  Wesson,  was  V  meals  February 

the  Missis-  1  ^  for  severe 

sippi  Baptist  con-^  \  0  I  victims  in  the  hard- 

volunteers  ^  hit  areas 

to  a  Columbus  and 

«  Pontotoc  in 

for  Greater  Mt.  W  east  Mississippi. 

Olive  Missionary^  f  A  total  of  hve  peo- 

atB  I  the 

Oma  Lawrence  1  _  Pontotoc  area  a 

HL  MH  confirmed  tornado 

pas-  ^IX  \  _  touchdown. 

LeeH  \  "God 

Baptist  ■  i  gifted  us  when  he 

also  B|  m  sent  Bobby  cmd  Dixie 

Lawrence  CounW,  ^  Kennedy  our 

discovered  Kennedy  said  Jim  Didlake, 

working  on  the  VOLUNTEERS  —  Mississippi  Baptists  celebrate  with  members  of  China  Lee  Missionary  director  of  MBCB 
Greater  Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church  in  Lawrence  County  during  the  December  dedication  of  the  church's  new  Men's  Ministry 
Church  and  asked  sanctuary,  built  in  part  with  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteer  construction  labor.  Among  the  pri-  Department, 
for  help.  mary  construction  volunteers  attending  the  dedication  were  (back  row,  from  left)  Johnnie  ^Not  only  has 

He  got  it  from  Williams,  China  Lee  Church  pastor  Edward  Earl,  Tri-County  associational  missions  director  Bobby  been  instru- 
Kennedy  and  a  num-  Archie  Herrin,  Ira  Head,  John  Williams,  (front  row,  from  left)  Barbara  Williams,  Glossie  Earl,  mental  in  the  con- 
ber  of  other  Archie  Ross,  and  Bobby  Kennedy.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas)  struction  of  several 

Mississippi  Baptist  ^  -  African-American 

construction  volunteers.  Asked  if  he  would  rate  the  results  as  churches,  he  also  helps  with  World 

Earl  promised  Kennedy  if  he  would  good,  Earl  said,  "Good  needs  an  adjective."  Changers  (summer  youth  construction 
lead  the  volunteers,  China  Lee  Church  Kennedy  said  the  hardest  part  of  the  projects)  and  any  other  need  that  arises, 
would  provide  the  materials  and  partici-  year-long  project  was  rounding  up  '^He  not  only  is  always  ready  to  help, 
pate  with  the  volimteers  in  building  a  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers  who  had  not  but  also  does  it  with  a  smile  and  the  Spint 
6,()00-square-foot  education  and  fellow-  committed  to  do  volunteer  mission  work  of  Christ,"  Didlake  said, 
ship  building.  elsewhere,  due  to  the  fact  that  Mississippi  "1  love  to  do  God's  work,"  said 


Eng.  teachers 
recruited  for 
Chinese  schools 


BEIJING  (BP)  —  One  hun¬ 
dred  Christian  English  teachers 
are  urgently  needed  to  fill 
openings  in  the  China 
Encounter  2001  summer 
teaching  program  from  July  4 
to  Aug.  4. 

Teams  of  career  teachers  or 
volunteers  with  extensive 
teaching  experience  will  be 
placed  in  10  different  cities 
throughout  China  to  work  in 
cooperation  with  Chinese 
educators  at  institutions  where 
friendly  relationships  have 
been  established. 

American  teachers  willing 
to  help  Chinese  teachers  and 
university  students  in  language 
acquisition  also  will  have 
opportunities  to  share  the  love 
of  Christ  through  relational 
lifestyle  witness.  Cross-cultur¬ 
al  exchange  will  take  place  on 
many  levels  as  the  teachers 
live  on  campuses  in  China  and 
interact  with  new  friends. 

The  $2,500  all-inclusive 
program  cost  includes  interna¬ 
tional  airfare,  orientation  and 
debriefing,  and  all  costs  in 
China.  Interested  parties  may 
contact  Fellowship  Travel 
International  at  1-800-235- 
9384  to  obtain  China 
Encounter  2001  registration 
forms.  Registration  information 
can  also  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  eachina@pobox.com. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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Former  Mississippian  honored  at  SWBTS 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
When  the  newest  academic  chair  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  (SWBTS)  — 
the  $1 -Million  Robert  L.  Burton 
Chair  of  Conducting  —  was  inaugu¬ 
rated,  the  event  prompted  attention 
to  the  passions  or  a  rehred  professor, 
a  current  professor,  and  a  deceased 
graduate  who  made  it  all  possible. 

A.  Joseph  King,  Southwestern 
professor  of  conducting  and  associ¬ 
ate  dean  of  the  school's  perfor¬ 
mance  division,  was  installea  as  the 
first  occupant  of  the  academic  posi¬ 
tion,  named  for  Burton,  his  former 
professor  and  former  minister  of 
music  at  First  Church,  Brookhaven. 

Donations  by  Kathryn  Sullivan 
Bowld,  an  alumnus  who  died  in 
June,  made  the  chair  possible. 

The  ceremonies  and  luncheon 
that  followed  were  filled  with  sto¬ 
ries  about  King,  Burton,  and  Bowld 
and  how  their  lives  and  ministries 
intertwined. 

The  honor  of  being  named  to  the 


.Tt. 


Shawnee,  Okla.  He  was  the  first  to 
receive  a  master's  and  doctorate  in 
conducting  from  Southwestern. 
Burton  was  his  major  professor. 

For  16  years.  King  served  as 
music  minister  at  University 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  establishing 
a  multiple  choir  program  that 
became  a  model  for  otner  music 
ministers.  At  Southwestern  since 
1976,  King  has  established  the  sem¬ 
inary's  nandbell  choir,  wind 
ensemble,  and  instrumental  con¬ 
centration  in  the  school  of  church 
music  curriculum. 

Jack  Coldiron,  distinguished  pro¬ 
fessor  of  voice  emeritus  at 
Southwestern  and  former  student  of 
Burton,  remembered  the  distin¬ 
guished  professor  of  conducting 
emeritus  as  "a  formidable  teacher  of 
conducting." 

Coldiron  recalled  that  during 
NEW  CHAIR  OCCUPIED  —  Former  Mississippi  music  conducting  class.  Burton  woulo, 
minister  Robert  L.  Burton  (left)  congratulates  A.  Joseph  King,  with  a  wry  srrule,  sit  at  the  piano  or 
Southwestern  Seminary  professor  of  conducting,  upon  King's  keyboard  and  intentionally  play  the 


)rofessor 


me  honor  ot  being  named  to  the  southwestern  seminary  professor  ot  conducting,  upon  Mngs  keyboard  and  mtenhonally  play  the 
chair,  which  King  called  the  highest  assumption  of  the  new  Robert  L.  Burton  Chair  of  Conducting  wrong  key  or  pitch  to  test  the  stu- 
he  could  receive  in  his  career,  was  at  the  seminary.  Burton  was  King's  professor  and  mentor  dur-  dent  conducting  at  the  time, 
made  even  more  special  because  ing  the  latter's  days  as  a  student  at  Southwestern.  (BP  photo  But  Coldiron  also  remembered 
Burton  over  the  years  has  been  his  by  Bryan  Murley)  Burton  as  a  consummate  musician 

teacher,  mentor,  friend,  and  col - and  conductor,  inspirational  teacher, 

league.  King  said.  Elizabeth  McKinney,  associate  professor  motivator,  and  a  splendid  colleague  and 

"It  has  b^n  a  great  privilege  to  know  of  piano  emeritus,  callra  King  a  "Christian  friend, 
him  and  work  with  him  ror  over  43  years,"  gentleman"  and  an  optimist  who  always  Burton  could  take  the  most  difficult 
King  said.  "I  consider  him  one  of  my  dear-  has  a  good  word.  score  to  interpret  and  move  an  audience, 

est  friends."  With  his  abilities  as  both  a  minister  and  overcoming  cnallenges  such  as  the  lack  of 

King  thanked  Burton,  his  family,  the  musician.  King  "raitomizes  what  it  means  female  voices  at  the  semiriary,  amateur 
seminary,  and  his  students,  noting  that  his  to  be  a  minister  of  music,"  Bright  said.  musicians,  lack  of  rehearsal  time,  cuid  poor 
students  "are  the  ones  that  keep  me  excited  "Music  is  fcir  more  than  knowledge  to  venues  for  singing,  Coldiron  said, 
about  teaching."  Dr.  King,"  Bright  said.  "He  has  the  capaci-  "He  did  not  settle  for  mediocrity," 

His  emphasis  on  students  and  other  peo-  ty  to  touch  the  soul  of  musicieins  and  the  Coldiron  added. 

Ele  was  noted  as  a  mark  of  King's  ministry  person  in  the  pews."  He  gives  his  best,  and  During  his  34  years  at  Southwestern,  he 
y  Preston  Bright,  former  adjunct  professor  they  return  with  the  best  they  can.  Bright  chaired  me  music  education  and  conduct¬ 
or  pastoral  ministries  at  Soumwestem.  continued.  In  all  that  King  does.  Bright  ing  departments,  directed  the 

Bright  said  King's  "influence  is  literally  said,  "he  communicates  that  he  cares."  Southwestern  Singers  and  conducted  the 
heard  around  the  world"  through  his  stu-  King  received  his  undergraduate  degree  Oratorio  Chorus  m  addition  to  his  semi¬ 
dents'  ministries.  from  Oklahoma  Baptist  University,  nary  teaching  duties. 


Burton  as  a  consurmnate  musician 

-  and  conductor,  inspirational  teacher, 

motivator,  and  a  splendid  colleague  and 
friend. 

Burton  could  take  the  most  difficult 
score  to  interpret  and  move  an  audience, 
overcoming  cnallenges  such  as  the  lack  of 
female  voices  at  the  seminary,  amateur 
musicians,  lack  of  rehearsal  time,  cind  poor 
venues  for  singing,  Coldiron  said. 

"He  did  not  settle  for  mediocrity," 
Coldiron  added. 

During  his  34  years  at  Southwestern,  he 
chaired  me  music  education  and  conduct¬ 
ing  departments,  directed  the 
Southwestern  Singers  and  conducted  the 
Oratorio  Chorus  m  addition  to  his  semi¬ 
nary  teaching  duties. 


BWA  v.p.  —  India  devastation  is  'just  unbearable' 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  "One 
could  write  many  tilings,  but  it  is 
ji^t  unbearable  to  see,"  Zac 
Patnaik,  vice  president  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance  (BWA), 
wrote  in  an  e-mail  letter  after  see¬ 
ing  the  devastation  from  the 
January  eartiiquake  in  the  state  of 
Gujarat,  tiie  richest  state  of  India. 

''Such  mass  destruction  I 
have  never  seen  even  in  the 
movies  of  World  War  II." 

South  Korean  pastor  Billy 
Kim,  president  of  the  BWA,  has 
written  to  Bonny  Resu,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  the  Asian 
Baptist  Federation,  who  lives  in 
Shillong  in  northeast  India,  and 
assured  him  that  the  prayers  of 
Baptists  are  with  them  for  "wis¬ 
dom,  strength,  comfort,  and 
opportunities  to  share  the  prac¬ 
tical  love  of  Jesus  at  this  diffi¬ 
cult  time."  Resu  also  is  on  a 
visit  to  Gujarat. 

Patnaik,  in  an  e-mail 
received  Feb.  20  by  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  in  Washinj^on, 
wrote  that  he  had  learned  that 
more  than  1,000  high-rise 
^artments  with  at  least  10 
floors  each  have  collapsed, 
with  two  of  the  floors  of  almost 


wives,  and  children,  and  other 
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people  perished,"  he  wrote, 
’'and  many  bodies  still  lie 
buried  and  not  recovered." 

Patnaik  estimated  that  more 
than  100,000  people  have  dis¬ 
appeared  from  the  earthquake. 
"It  is  very  hard  to  believe  that  a 
tragedy  of  this  ma^tude  that 
lasted  less  than  30  seconds 
could  make  3.5  million  people 
totally  dislocated.  Of  special 
concern  <ue  the  more  than  5,000 
children  between  the  ages  of 
three  and  12  who  have  become 
orphans  and  now  roam  the 
streets  totally  confused." 

Also  among  the  displaced, 
Patnaik  addeo,  are  more  than 
250  Christian  families  who 
were  formerly  financially  com¬ 
fortable  and  are  now  homeless 
and  living  on  the  streets. 

Ten  lurches  of  several 
denominations  cannot  be  used 
for  worship  anymore,  he  wrote. 
The  demolition  of  buildings 
that  have  collapsed  continues, 
and  the  government  estimates 
it  will  take  more  than  four 
months  and  even  up  to  one 
year  to  complete  the  work. 

Immediate  rehabilitation 
and  restructuring  of  homes  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  these 
people,  Patnaik  said.  "I  was 
informed  by  one  of  the  richest 
men  who  was  a  multimillion¬ 


aire  that  nearly  5,700  multimil¬ 
lionaires  became  beggars 
overnight  and  were  left  on  the 
streets  to  beg.  The  rich  and  the 
poor  have  found  a  common 
place  on  the  streets,"  he  said. 

Much  prayer  is  needed  for 
the  earthquake  victims  in 
Gujarat,  Patnaik  said.  "The 
only  answer  I  can  think  for 
them  is  not  money  or  build¬ 
ings,  which  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  at  this  state,"  he  said,  "but 
we  also  need  Christians  who 
will  share  with  these  people 
and  bring  them  home  to 
Christ." 

In  faith.  Baptist  World  Aid 
has  releas^  almost  $50/XX)  for 
Indian  earthquake  relief: 
$20,000  has  been  given  to  tite 
Churches  Auxiliary  for  Social 
Action  (CASA)  and  $20,000  to 
tile  Evangelic^  Feflow^p  of 
India  Committee  on  Relief  (EFI- 
COR)  for  tiieir  relief  programs. 
$5,000  was  provided  to 
Hungarian  Baptist  Aid  for  relief 
work  carried  out  alongside  tiieir 
secirch  and  rescue  activities,  and 
some  assistance  has  been  given 
to  local  Baptist  initiatives. 

BWAid  Director  P^iul 
Montacute  has  appealed  for 
more  funds  from  the  world¬ 
wide  Baptist  family.  "We  need 
to  be  able  to'respond  more  ade- 
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quately  to  our  partners  in  India. 
They  are  trying  to  achieve  such 
much  witii  so  fittle." 

The  Southern  Baptist 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB),  meanwhile,  has  released 
a  tot^  of  $70,000  in  Soutiiem 
Baptist  relief  funds  to  help  pur- 
ch^  blankets,  tents,  ana  hxxl. 
More  funds  be  needed  as 
specific  relief  prefects  get  under¬ 
way,  said  Jim  Brown,  tiie  IMB's 
human  needs  consultant,  £md 
volunteers  also  may  be  ne^ed. 

Donations  marked  for 
"Indian  Eartiiqu^  Relief"  may 
be  sent  to  Baptist  World  Aia, 
Baptist  Worlcf  Alliance,  6733 
Curran  ^.,  McLean,  VA  22101; 
phone,  (703)  790-8980;  fax,  (703) 
^5719;  E-maU,  BWAid® 
bwanetoig.  A  US.  tax  receipt 
will  be  issued. 

Donations  to  the  BWA  relief 
effort  £ilso  may  be  made  bv  ^sa 
or  MasteiCard  in  US.  dollars. 
State  tiie  gift  amount;  card  num¬ 
ber;  expiration  date;  signature  of 
dcxior;  and  name  as  it  appears  on 
credit  card.  Credit  card  donations 
also  may  be  made  by  telephone. 

Contributions  toward  the 
IMB  relief  efforts,  meanwhile, 
can  be  sent  to:  International 
Mission  Board,  General  Relief 
Fvmd  -  India  Eartiiquake,  P.O. 
Box  6767,  Richmond,  VA  23230. 
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Group  to  form 
new  metro 
Atlanta  assoc. 

ATLANTA  (ASP)  —  Abqi* 
50  Adanta  9v>ti«ts  met 
22  to  take  steps  to  fom 
a  new  BaplM^  jBBodition  In 
protest  of  a^ibMary  vole  kly 
Atlanta  AsaQcMen  to  telalR 
two  churches  mehdty  t>.saiipfc 

The  mmise  comes  {p 
response  to  a  cewtiity^eistot 
vote  by  l|ie  If"  '  ' 
AAipla 


51V  . 


Names  in  the  News 


The  GAs  and  Acteens  from 
Old  Union  Church,  Lee 
County,  learned  about  World 
Hunger  recently.  "After  eating 
a  lunch  of  rice,  bread,  and 
water,  they  took  their  own 
money  grocery  shopping.  They 
then  Donated  their  groceries  to 
the  Lee  County  food  pantry," 
said  Sherry  Kelly,  wife  of 
Kenneth  Kelly,  pastor.  Ralph 
Cain,  associate  director  of  Lee 
County  Association,  accepted 
the  food  and  gave  the  group  a 
tour  of  the  fc^  and  clothing 
pantry.  Pictured  (from  left, 
front  row)  are  Amber 
Frederick,  Cassie  Waycaster, 
Kelli  Spearman,  Ruth  Anne 
Watson,  Hannah  Waycaster, 
and  Megan  Rowland;  (back 
row)  LeeAnn  Wilson,  Cain, 
Farris  Watson,  and  Alison 
Barber. 


I 

it 


Paws,  pulpits,  baptistries. 
sMned  glass,  carpet. 

Van  Winkle 

_ folding  doors, 

cnurcn  meaterseats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  SOI,  Futton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Frefr.1  -800>624*9627 


Sardis  Church,  Hazlehuist, 
will  hold  pastor  ordmation  ser¬ 
vice  for  Ray  Quinnelly  on 
March  25  at  3  p.m.  A  reception 
will  be  held  following  the  ser¬ 
vices.  Qui^elly  has  been  called 
to  New  Zion  Church,  Liberty. 

T.  C.  Pinson  celebrated  his 
50  years  as  an  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  on  Jan.  14  at  Pinckney 
Church,  Union.  Pictured  witn 
Pinson  is  his  wife  Sarah. 


Johnson  and  Griffith 

Allen  W.  Johnson  was 
licensed  to  the  ministiy  by  Mt. 
Carmel  Church,  Neshoba 
County,  on  Feb.  18.  He  is  avail¬ 
able  for  pulpit  supply  or  a  pas¬ 
torate  and  can  be  contacted  at 
(601)  656-2224.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Johnson  and  James  E. 
Griffith,  pastor. 


The  Pinsons 


Thomas  A.  Moak  |r.  and  Willa  Montgomery  Moak,  members  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  were  recognized  as  winners  of 
the  Brookhaven  Exchange  Club's  organization's  annual  "Book  of 
Golden  Deeds"  award  on  Jan.  26.  He  is  a  retired  minister  of  music 
who  ministered  at  churches  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Tennessee.  Willa  Moak  is  a  pianist  and  retired  schoolteacher.  The 
award  to  the  Moaks  was  in  recognition  of  their  community  service, 
which  has  included  ministry  to  shut-ins,  hospice  patients,  and 
senior  citizens'  groups.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  jimmy  Cillis, 
Brookhaven  Exchange  Club;  Willa  Moak;  Thomas  A.  Moak  ]r.;  and 
the  Moaks'  sons,  Thomas  A.  Moak,  III  of  Seymour,  Tenn.,  and  Bill 
Moak  of  Madison. 


Jl  S  E  EOR  El  IE  Ri  coun 


Baptist  Adult  Day  Health 
Services  and  the  counseling 
ministry  of 
First  Church, 

Jackson,  will 
hold  a  free 
seminar  for 
caregivers 
entitled 
Securing  Your 
Future:  Legal 
and  Financial 
Issues.  The 
seminar  will 
be  held  from  9  a.m.-noon  on 
April  7  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 
Leading  the  discussion  will  be 
Richard  Courtney,  a  Jackson 


attorney  specializing  in 
elder  law  issues. 
Discussion  will  include 
types  of  care  available  for 
seniors,  making  decisions 
on  living  arrangements, 
preparing  for  possible  inca¬ 
pacitation,  and  making 
medical  decisions.  The 
seminar  will  also  include 
discussion  about  making 
long-term  care  decisions, 
including  Medicaid  issues. 
Refreshments  will  be 
served  at  the  seminar.  The 
National  Association  of 
Social  Workers  has  granted 
this  program  aroroval  for 
.36  Sodm  Work  Continuing 
Education  Units  (CEU'sL 
To  register,  call  (601)  94^ 
6262  or  (800)  948-6262.  For 
more  information,  call 
Dixie  Myrick  at  (601)  956-7794; 
Shane  Humphries  at  (601)  926- 
1222;  or  Charles  Boudreaux  at 
(601)  949-1949. 


Marriage  Enrichment 
Conference  will  be  held  at 
Liberty  Church,  Flowood, 


March  30,  31,  and  April  1. 


'Pi 

Sessions  are  Friday,  6-10  p.m.; 
Saturday,  8-12  noon;  and 
Sund^  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  The  conference  leaders  are 
Dale  and  Jena  Forehand.  For 
additional  information,  call  the 
church  office  at  (601)  992-(li^5. 

The  Martins  wiU  be  concert 
at  Fifteenth  Avenue  Church, 
Meridian,  on  March  23  at  7  p.m. 
For  additional  information,  call 
(601)  485-4113. 

First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
honored  its  pastor  Barry  C. 
Corbett  and  his  family  on  Feb. 
25  with  a  day  of  recognition  for 
his  ten-year  ministry.  Corbett  is 
pictured  widi  his  wife  Denise. 


The  Corbetts 


Courtney 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 

music  and  youth.  Send  resume  to 
Fairview  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  3006, 
Riris,  TN  38242.  Phone  (90U  642-^91. 
TRACE  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 
accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Senior  Pastor.  Please  forward  your 
resume  to  Trace  Ridge  Baptist  Church, 
Attn:  Beverly  King,  P.O.  Box  2726, 
Ridgeland,  MS  39158. 


POSITION  AVAIUBLE  •  full-time  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  and  youth.  Housing  avail¬ 
able.  Thirty  minutes  away  from 
Memphis.  Send  resume  to  Slayden 
Baptist  Church,  2534  Highway  72, 
Lamar,  MS^38642  or  call  (662)  252-4559 
I  Of  (662)  25^-4520;  fax  (W2)  252-5248; 
>f-mail  sbchurchlMixie^^ftet.com. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 
1  -800-830-0583. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601 ) 
948-^91.  Since  1965. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free 
1-877-477-1899^ 

ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 

F'erfect  condition.  Contact  Jim  or  Susan 

Link  at  (601 )  264-21 16^ _ 

FOR  SALE:  51  church  pews  and  pulpit 
furniture.  Ftews  are  13  feet  long.  Cost 
$4,995.00.  Call  (601)  763-7571. 
SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreats  or  fami¬ 
ly  vacations.  Mbcated  in  a  private  sub¬ 
division  at  the  beach  at  Fort  Morgan, 
Ala.  Visit  our  website  at  http-y/super- 
grace.jumptravel.com  or  call  Allan  or 
Linda  Rankin  at  (888)  784-4025. 


ECONOMY  PASSION  PLAY  PACKAGE 
FOR  GROUPS.  Tickets,  lodging,  and 
meals,  all  for  just  $36  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort,  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark^Call  (800)  859-8952. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPA¬ 
NY,  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also 
church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For 
more  information  call  (662)  453-7424 
or  fax  us  at  (662)  455-6743.  Located 
at  1 07  North  Stone  Avenue, 
^TOnwood,^S  38930. 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 
MS  (MH  372^-7700. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 
7958  o^calM -800068-2705^ 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  UpJtolstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661 7.  “ 
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Partnership  Missions  projects  set  for  Ukraine 


Volunteers  are  currently  being 
recruited  for  Mississippi  Baptist 
Partnership  Missions  prefects  in 
the  Odessa  oblast  (political  sub¬ 
division)  in  Ukraine.  The  projects 
include  new  church  starts. 
Vacation  Bible  Schools,  construc¬ 
tion,  children's  camps,  equipping 
conferences,  and  ministry  teams. 

The  cost  of  $1,315  per  person 
includes  round-trip  airfare, 
food,  lodging,  insurance,  in¬ 
country  travel,  and  one  night's 
lodging  in  Vienna,  Austria,  on 
the  return  leg  of  the  trip.  Not 
included  is  a  small  health 
insurance  fee  required  by 
Ukraine,  and  meals  en  route. 

Team  leaders  listed  below 
may  be'contacted  directly.  For 
more  information  on  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  partnership 
missions  progam,  contact  the 
MBCB  Partnership  Missions 
Department  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3398  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  398.  E-mail:  vfair- 
ley@mbcb.org. 

•  April  21-May  1;  new 
church  start;  Veleka  Mehialovka. 
Contact:  Danny  Adams,  421 
Lone  Star  Road,  Collins,  MS 
39428.  Phone:  (601)  765-4172.  E- 
mail:  dadamsl6teetdoor.com. 
Deadline:  February  21. 

•  April  21-May  1;  new  church 
start,  medical/dent^;  Kodema. 
Contact:  John  McBride,  3005 
Hazlewood  Road,  KnoxvUle,  TN 
37921.  Phone:  (865)  673-9346.  E- 
Triafl:  jbmi32@TOl.com.  Deadline: 
February  21. 

•  April  21-May  1;  new 

church  stari;  Kotovsk/Balta. 
Contact:  Brent  Barker,  1313 
Goodwater  Road  NW,  Magee, 
MS  39111.  Phone:  (601)  849-2245. 
E-mail:  goodh2o@ayrix.net. 

Deadline:  February  21. 

•  May  4-13;  new  church 
start;  Lubashevka.  Contact: 
Jack  Maroon,  P.O.  Box  100, 
Belmont,  MS  38827-0100. 
Phone:  (662)  454-3380.  E-mail: 
bfbc@tsixroads.com.  Deadline: 
March  2. 


•  May  4-12;  pastors'  confer¬ 
ence;  Odessa  region.  Contact: 
Keith  Gordon,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Phone: 
(601)  292-3307.  E-mail:  kgordon 
@mbcb.org.  Deadline:  March  2. 

•  May  19-29;  new  church 
start,  medical;  Razdelnaia. 
Contact:  Jerry  Owen,  2167 
Cleary  Road,  Florence,  MS 
39073-8848.  Phone;  (601)  355- 
2438.  E-mail:  witness4himl 
@juno.com.  Deadline:  March  16. 

•  May  19-29;  new  church 
start,  medical;  Nikolaevka. 
Contact:  Kiely  Yoimg,  P.O.  Box 
10254,  Gulfport,  MS  39505. 
Phone:  (228)  831-9236.  E-mail: 
y  g  .ent@mciworld.com. 
Deadline:  March  16. 

•  May'  19-29;  new  church 

start;  Savron.  Contact:  Joe  Abel, 
406  Ware  Street,  Carthage,  MS 
39051.  Phone;  (601)  267-4342.  E- 
mail:  lcba@netdoor.com. 

Deadline:  March  16. 

•  May  25-June  3;  Mississippi 
Singing  Churchmen  proirot; 
Odessa  r^ion.  Contact:  T.R. 
Darsey,  P.O.  Box  408,  Winona, 
MS  38967-0408.  Phone:  (662) 
283-4682.  Deadline:  March  23. 

•  June  15-24;  construction; 
Odessa  oblast.  Contact:  Burke 
Fisher,  93  Fairview  Road, 
Indianola,  MS  38751.  Phone: 
(662)  887-5128.  E-mail:  brfish- 
er@tecinfo.com.  Deadline: 
April  13. 

•  June  15-26;  new  church 

start;  Sheriaevo.  Contact:  Ken 
West,  P.O.  Box  4511, 
Greenville,  MS  38704.  Phone: 
(662)  335-2862.  E-mail: 

WCBA@tecinfo.  com. 

Deadline:  April  13. 

•  June  16-30;  youth  camp; 
Odessa  oblast.  Contact:  Twila 
Windham,  Route  2  Box  320-B, 
Mize,  MS  39116.  Phone:  (601) 
733-^42.  E-mail:  twindham@ 
yahoo.com.  Deadline:  April  13. 

•  June  29-July  10;  new 
church  start;  Kc^ema.  Contact: 
James  Harris,  3417  Mound 
Road  NE,  Wesson,  MS  39191. 
Phone:  (601)  643-8333.  E-mail: 
niarris@colin.ee. ms. us. 
Deadline:  April  25. 


•  June  29-July  10;  new 
church  start;  Razdelnaia. 
Contact  Robert  Gillis,  324  \^ldng 
Drive,  Columbus,  MS  39702. 
Phone:  (662)  494-%99.  E-mail; 
rgillis@ebicom.net.  Deadline: 
April  25. 

•  Jime  29-July  10;  construc¬ 
tion;  Sanjeko.  Contact:  Bill 
Duncan,  5M  Willowbrook  Rc^d, 
Columbus,  M^‘ 39701.  Phone: 
(662)  328-6802.  E-mail:  gtba@ 
tilc.com.  Deadline:  April  25. 

•  July  20-29;  women's  min¬ 

istry  conference;  Odessa. 
Contact:  Rebecca  Williams,  824 
Graveline  Road,  Gautier,  MS 
39533.  Phone:  (228)  497-5141.  E- 
mail:  brwill@datasync.com. 

Deadline:  May  18. 

•  July  27-August  5;  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  (three  teams  with 
five  pjeople  per  team);  Odessa. 
Contact;  Ann  Stone,  Route  1 
Box  359,  Mantee,  MS  39751. 
Phone;  (662)  456-4440.  E-mail: 
samandannl970@aol.com. 
Deadline:  May  25. 

•  July  27-August  5;  new 
church  start;  Kodema.  Contact: 
David  Patterson,  P.O.  Box  1434, 
Hazlehurst,  MS  39083-1434. 
Phone:  (601)  894-1776.  E-maU: 

Rdavid277@aol.com.  Deadline; 
lay  25. 

•  August  4-14;  new  church 
start;  Lubashevka.  Contact:  Joe 
Anderson,  P.O.  Box  274,  Boyle, 
MS  38730.  Phone:  (662)  M3- 
4405.  Deadline:  June  1. 

•  August  4-14;  new  church 
start;  Savron.  Contact:  Ken 
Anderson,  P.O.  Box  65,  Clinton, 
MS  39060-0065.  Phone:  (601) 
924-9912.  E-mail:  parkway2@ 
meta3.net.  Deadline:  June  l.“ 

•  August  18-28;  new  church 
start,  medical;  Veleka 
Mehalovka.  Contact:  Bruce  Jolly, 
310  Highway  35,  Collins, 
39428.  Phone:  (601)  765-4689.  E- 
mail:  covjeff@netdoor.com. 

Deadline:  June  15. 

•  Aurast  18-28;  construc¬ 
tion;  Odessa.  Contact:  Paul 
McGehee,  116  Briarwood  Drive, 
Senatobia,  MS  38668.  Phone: 
(662)  562-4541.  E-mail:  pmege- 
hee@gmi.net.  Eteadline:  June  15. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes^  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 


Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 
Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Maternity, 
Prescription  Drugs. 

□  Medicare  Supplement  ' 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

□  Long-term  Nursing  Care 

Also  available:  Home  Health  Care 

□  Final  E>mense  Burial  Plan 

Affordable  Senior  Life  Protection 

Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 

Not  connected  with  any  Government  program. 
For  full  details  on  coverage  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

or  call  folt-ltti^ 

l-877-^-ili6 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
and  bn  disability 


•  August  18-28;  new  church 
start;  Kotovsk.  Contact:  Jerry 
Owen,  2167  Cleary  Road, 
Florence,  MS  39073-8848. 
Phone:  (601)  355-2348.  E-mail: 
witness4himl@juno.com. 
Deadline:  June  15. 

•  Aurast  30-September  11; 
new  church  start;  Balta. 
Contact:  John  Perkins,  P.O.  Box 
381,  Hernando,  MS  38632. 
Phone:  (662)  429-5033.  E-mail: 
nwbapt@bellsouth.net. 
Deadline:  June  28. 

•  August  31-September  8; 

pastors'  conference;  Odessa 
region.  Contact;  Ken  I^le,  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Phone:  (601)  292-3398.  E- 
mail:  knjlylel03@aol.com. 

Deadline:  June  29. 

•  September  14-23;  new 

church  start,  medical;  • 
Sheriaevo.  Contact:  Ken  West, 
P.O.  Box  4511,  Greenville,  MS 
38704.  Phone:  (662)  335-2862.  E- 
mail:  WCBA@tecinfo.com. 

Deadline:  July  13. 

•  Septemt>er  21-October  2; 
new  church  start;  Nikolaevka. 
Contact  Kiely  Young,  P.O.  Box 
10254,  Gulfport,  MS  39505. 
Phone;  (228)  831-9236.  E-mail: 
y  g  .ent@mciworld.com. 
Deadline:  July  21. 

•  October  5-14;  medical; 
Odessa  region.  Contact: 
Norman  Bailey,  307  Jackson 
Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39042. 
Phone:  (601)  544-1794.  E-mail: 
nlb021752@aol.com.  Deadline: 
August  3. 


•tr*  *  . 


•  s 


YOUNG  PEOPLE  NEEDED 
—  The  Partnership  Missions 
Office  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  is  joining  the 
Kindness  Foundation  to  enlist 
25  high  school-age  young  peo¬ 
ple  to  participate  in  a  June  1 6- 
30  summer  camp  for  Ukrainian 
young  people  like  the  group 
above.  The  camps  are  designed 
to  foster  international  contacts 
between  young  people  with  a 
strong  morality-based  lifestyles. 
Six  adults  have  been  enlist^  to 
serve  as  chaperones.  Cost  is 
$1 ,31 5  per  person.  To  receive  a 
volunteer  application  or  to 
request  nrore  information,  con¬ 
tact  team  leader  Twila 
Windham,  Route  2  Box  320-B, 
Mize,  MS  39116.  Phone:  (601) 
733-2242.  E-mail;  twind- 
ham@yahoo.com.  Deadline  is 
April  13.  (BR  special  photo) 
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CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 

(800)  370-6180 


2001  Model:  $36,900  (new) 
2000  Model:  $35,000  (new) 


“RAISED  ROOF”  VANS  IN  STOCK 

*  Center  Aisle 

*  Low  First  Step 

*  2/1  Sealing  with  Bucket  Seats 

*  More  headroom 

*  15  Passengers  (no  CDL) 


www.carpenterbus.com 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 


OLKN  JHW,  ULC  DUHKJ, 


MQJNSC  KJQ  SUWM  NB 


ZNC,  GJHTJ  KUFQKJ 


GNXSC. 

ANIL  NLQ:  KGQLKV-LHLQ 


KJQ  LQPK  CUV  ANJL 
DQQKJ  AQDOD  TNWHLZ 


UGUV  KJQ  DHL  NB  KJQ 


Clue:  G  =  W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge'.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  One:  Eleven. 


presents 

The  12th  Annual_ 

Biblical  Studies  Lectures 

Featuring 

Karen  Jobes 

Associate  Professor  of  New  Testament 
Westmont  College,  Santa  Barbara,  California 

April  17-18,  2001 
11  a.m. 

Divinity  Hall  Chapel 

“Strangers  in  a  Strange 
Land:  Christian  Identi 
in  1  Peter” 


A  Discussion  Luncheon  will  follow  Wednesdays  lecture,^ 
The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $5  per  person;  reservations 
required  by  Friday,  April  1 3th.  The  worship  service  and 
lectures  are  open  to  the  public  at  rw  charge. 

For  more  information  or  to  reguter  for  the  Discussion 
Luncheon,  caU  800-888-8266 or  (205) 726-2991. 


Bcaon  u  affiliated  with  the  National  Aiaociation  of  EvangdkaU  and  it  acctcditcd  by  The  Atncianoa 
of  Theological  Schoob  in  the  United  Scatct  and  Canada.  Samfoid  Unncnity  it  an  Equal  Opportunkf 
Intdtution  and  wdcoinet  appiicationt  for  employment  and  educational  programt  from  all  individuab 
leganlleii  of  race,  color,  tex.  diiibiliiy,  age,  or  national  or  ethnic  origin. 


Staff  changes 


Revival  Dates 


Friendship,  McComb: 
March  23-25;  Friday  and 
Saturday,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  spealcers  are 
Jim  Futral,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  Friday,  7 
p.m.;  Jerry  Smith,  Summit, 
Saturday,  7  p.m.;  Barry  Ward, 
Magnolia,  Sunday,  11  a.m.; 
and  Kent  Cochran, 
Brookhaven,  Sunday,  6  p.m.; 
Ed  May,  McComb,  music; 
La  Verne  Summerlin,  pastor. 

First,  Ridgeland:  March 
25-28;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ken 
Hester,  evangelist;  music  by 
Bridges  and  Blake;  Grant 
Arinder,  pastor. 

Emmanuel,  Laurel: 

Campers  on  Mission;  March 
18-21;  Sunday,  Sunday 
School,  9:30  a.m.;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.;  discipleship  train¬ 
ing,  5  p.m.;  worship,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m. 


McComb: 


North  Winona,  Winona: 
March  18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Barry  Wilkinson, 
Andalusia,  Ala.,  evangelist; 
Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  One 
Way  Ministries,  music;  Ed 
McDaniel,  pastor. 

Parkway,  Houston:  March 
18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6* 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  evange¬ 
list;  Ronnie  Cottingham, 
Lucedale,  music;  Gregg 
Thomas,  pastor. 

Duck  Hill  (Montgomery): 
March  25-28;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
noon  meal  and  devotion,  and 
7  p.m.;  S.  A.  (Sonny)  Adkins, 
director,  evangelism  depart¬ 
ment,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  Ken 
Talley,  Amory,  music;  Travis 
Gray,  pastor. 


Holly  (Alcorn):  March  25- 
28;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Andy  Bryan  of 
Andy  Bryan  Ministries, 
Headland,  Ala.,  evangelist 
and  music;  Keith  Dowden, 
pastor. 


Glade,  Laurel:  March  25- 
28;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mark 
%rd.  Laurel,  speaker;  Ronnie 
Cottii^ham,  Lucedale,  music; 
Mike  Thompson,  pastor. 


Mt.  Vernon,  Liberty: 
March  23-25;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7 
p.m.;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.; 
Shelby  Smith  Sr.,  Gulfshores, 
Ala.,  retired  missionary,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Sherwin  Smith, 
Chattanooga,  music;  Shean 
Smith,  pastor. 

Goss,  Columbia:  March 
18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jerry 
Mixon,  director,  stewardship 
department,  Mississippi 


Baptist  Convention  Board, 
evangelist;  Dudley 

Williamson,  Columbia,  music; 
David  Laird,  pastor. 

Thompson,  Smithdale: 
youth  revival;  March  16-18; 
services,  6:30  p.m.,  Friday  & 
Saturd^;  11  a.m.  Sunday; 
Chip  Price,  speaker;  Josh 
Cram,  worship  and  praise; 
Mark  White,  youth  minister. 

Parkw^  (Scott):  March  29- 
April  1;  Thurs.-Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
dinner  on  the  grounds,  noon; 
Bill  Hutto,  Oaks  of 
Righteousness  Ministry,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Tony  Massey,  Parkway 
Church,  music;  Jim  Pender, 
pastor. 

Siloam,  West  Point:  March 
18-21;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jimmy  Russell, 
Pontotoc,  speaker;  Jeff  Short, 
Nettleton,  music;  Walter 
Simmons,  pastor.  ' 
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THANK  YOU 


need  is  a  little  trutii.  God's  word  Editor:  beloved  brotfier"  (v 

is  truth.  So  does  the  Bible  have  Several  years  ago  one  of  the  Paul  told  PhilemcM 
anything  to  say  about  our  flag?  I  fast  food  chains  asked,  "Where's  "do  even  more  flian 
think  it  does.  In  1  Cor.  8,  tiie  the  beef?"  concerning  their  com-  Paul  was  most 
Apostle  Paul  is  addressing  petitor's  hamburgers.  After  about  changing  a  i 
whether  it  is  wrong  to  eat  the  reading  Carl  Ford's  and  Wendell  ^  into  a  future  of « 
meat  that  had  been  sacrificed  to  Ladner's  attack  on  Jimmy  Porter  Christian  concern.  ’ 
idols  or  not.  In  this  passage  he  for  his  (February  1  guest  opin-  happen  in  Mississip 
introduces  a  very  important  ion)  on  our  state  flag,  I  have  to  goers  adopted  Pau 
principle,  vvhich  is  the  prindple  ask,  "Where's  the  Scripture?"  m  Philemon  and  ur 
of  considering  my  own  action's  Both  men  used  very  humanistic  common  Christi: 
effect  on  other  pjeople.  If  my  arguments  for  wanting  to  keep  which  sought  equal 
actions  cause  my  brother  to  the  current  banner  and  did  not  Steve  Owens 

stumble  then  I  ne^  to  change,  offer  any  Scripture  reference  to  Brandon 

We  all  need  to  learn  this  principle  support  their  arguments. 

and  apply  it  to  our  flag  dilemma.  Ford  said  he  was  offended  THANKS,  MBMC 
Some  may  be  wondering  at  with  wanting  to  change  the  flag 
which  group  of  p>eople  or  which  and  wondered  if  the  book  of 
side  of  the  issue  I  am  aiming  Philemon  would  next  be 
this  letter.  God's  principles  are  removed.  I  suspiect  he  selected 
universal.  The  attitude  of  being  Philemon  because  it  refers  to 
sensitive  and  considerate  of  my  Onesimus  as  a  slave.  Ford 
brother  is  a  virtue  that  we  all  should  read  the  entire  letter.  Paul 
need  to  acquire.  Gal.  3:28  says,  appealed  to  Philemon's  love  of 
"There  is  no  Jew  nor  Gentile,  no  all  the  saints  which  worked  to 
free  nor  slave,  no  male  nor  bless  other  (v.  5),  and  that  he 
female,  for  we  are  all  one  in  (Paul)  had  become  a  spiritual 
Christ."  In  Christ  there  is  no  father  to  Onesimus  (v.  10).  Paul 
black  or  white,  just  blood  red!  app>ealed  to  Philemon  to  do  good 
Brian  Parkman  "not  by  compulsion  but  of  your 

Pulaski  own  free  will"  (v.  14).  He  said 


Editor: 

I  was  recently  diagnosed  with 
colon  cancer  and  was  told  that  I 
needed  surgery.  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center  was  my 
choice  of  hospital.  I  could  not 
have  found  a  hospital  this  side 
of  heaven  that  could  have 
shown  more  concern  and  have 
done  a  more  efficient  job  of  car¬ 
ing  for  my  needs.  Just  a  word  of 
praise  where  I  feel  praise  is  due. 

Robert  Sanderson,  int.  pastor 

Sharon  First  Church,  Laurel 


NO  BLACK  OR  WHITE 


Editor: 

We  all  know  that  one  of  the 
most  controversial  issues  of  the 
day  is  the  debate  on  our 
Mississippi  flag,  and  of  course 


Blue  Mountain  College  Blue 
(BMC)  Chorale  will  be  taking 
their  Spring.  Concert  Tour 
March  21-25.  The  35-member 
chorale  is  under  the  direction  8:30 
of  Larry  W.  Newell,  director  of 
choral  activities  and  voice  at 
BMC.  The  Chorale  will  travel  ing  chapel 
in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  McGregor, 
with  seven  performances  Missis^ppi 

scheduled  during  the  five-day  C - " — 

trip.  The  2000-2001  concert  sea-  the  11:45  a.m 
son  concludesion  >^ril  26  with 
the  Spring  Choral  Concert,  fea-  Winter  School  of  Music  at 

"""  William  Carey  College  (WCC)  William  Carey  College 

will  present  the  following  gui-  (WCC)  student  Matthew  Snuffi, 
tar  concerts  in  March  and  April.  McComb,  received  a  first  place 
Performances  in  the  Lucile  award  for  dramatic  interpreta- 
Parker  Gallery  are  mezzo-  tion  and  a  top  novice  award  in 
soprano  Tanja  Simic  and  gui-  duo  interpretatidn  with  his  part- 
Callie  Anne  Carruth,  a  cum  tarist  Miroslav  Loncar,  March  ner  Ebony  Hardy,  Hattiesburg, 
laude  graduate  of  William  Carey  20,  7  p.m.;  The  Cavatina  Duo,  at  the  Mardi  Gras  Classic  hefi 
College  with  a  degree  in  reh-  March  26,  7  p.m.;  and  Winter  recently  at  the  Louisiana  State 
gion,  was  awarded  the  School  of  Music  Chamber  University  in  Baton  Rouge. 
University  Ministerial  Music  Recital,  April  9, 4:30  p.m.  Smith  also  won  two  sbcth  place 

Scholarship  at  Truett  Seminary  On  April  23  the  WCC  Jazz  awards  in  program  oral  mter- 
at  Baylor  University  in  Texas.  Guitar  Ensemble  Concert  will  pretation  and  poetry.  Samantha 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Jimmy  be  held  in  the  Dumas  Smith  Cottrell,  Crystal  Springs,  placed 
and  Jo  Ann  Carruth  of  McComb.  Auditorium  at  7  p.m.  The  third  in  dramatic  interpretation 


Mountain  College  Mississippi  College  (MC)  at  7:30 
will  host  the  annual  ministeri-  • 

al  alumni  meeting  on  March 
30.  Registration  will  begin  at 
8:30  a.m.  in  the  Paschal 
Student  Center.  Wayne  King 
will  deliver  the  message  dur- 
and  Kermit 
president  of  the 
Baptist 

Convention,  will  speak  during 
the  11:45  a.m.  program. 


^  ,  >  The  second  annual  Carrie 

p.m.  Gurt  is  associate  professor  Byrd  Fast  Pitch  Softball  Camp 
of  piano  and  keyboard  division  will  be  held  May  31 -June  2  on  the 
chairman  at  Louisiana  State  William  Carey  CoUege  (WCC) 
University  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.  Hattiesburg  campus  from  8  a.m.- 
He  is  also  the  head  of  the  piano  4  p.m.  each  day.  The  camp  will 
department  at  the  Sewanee  feature  Carrie  Byrd,  WCC  head 
Summer  Music  Center,  and  he  coach  and  camp  director;  and 
serves  as  piano  chairman  of  the  Heather  Austin,  assistant  coach. 
Louisiana  Music  Teachers  Camp  activities  include  detailed 

instruction  in  the  areas  of  pitch¬ 
ing  and  catching,  defense,  base 
running,  and  scrimmages.  The 
camp  is  c^^en  togirls  of  all  ages 
and  skill  levels.  The  camp  wilfbe 
held  at  the  TimbertOTi  Softball 
Complex  located  on  Helveston 
Roaa  adjacent  to  the  WCC  cam¬ 
pus.  Late  registration  and  check- 
m  will  be  held  on  the  site. 
Applications  may  be  obtained  by 
c*g  (601)  582-6431  or  (601) 


turing  the  Chorale  and  the 
handbell  choir.  For  additional 
information  on  the  tour  or  con¬ 
cert,  call  Newell  at  (662)  685- 
4771,  ext.  163. 


invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 


'Hiese  bofKls  ntay  be  placed  in  a  setf-diiected  IRA. 
Transten  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  oHct  to  sell,, 
nor  a  solicitatian  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 

iiEir  unii  MiESTKiT  eiip. 

5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond 
issues,  obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes 
all  of  the  particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read 
it  carefully  before  you  invest  tK  send  money. 
All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value, 
subject  to  availability. 


Blue  Mountain  College 
Alumnae  Banquet  will  be  held 
March  20  at  7  p.m.  in  Ray  Dining 
Hall.  Tickets  may  be  purchased 
in  the  president^  office  by  call¬ 
ing  (662)  6854771,  ext.  131. 


2000  Dodge  Caravan 


YOUR 

raiNIVAN  AND 
CHURCH  VAN 
SOURCE 


$17,990 
Mississippi’s  #1  Dodge  Dealer 


Christy  Overby  1-M0>MM183 

S41  Dover  Lane  886-9168  (local) 

,MadMoii,MS  38110  / 


4200  Lakeland  Drive  ♦  Jackson  ♦  601-914-4200 


March  15, 2(X)1 


The  Baptist  Record 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  irKlude 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


■J 


T 


Family  Bible  Study 

Knowing  Jesus  cares 

Mark  4:35-39;  5:6-9, 15-20 


By  Lori  Oendinning _ 

Warning!  A  tornado  has  been 
jotted  in  your  community! 
Quickly,  you  head  for  the  safest 
spot  witmn  your  home  or  storm 
snelter.  Huddled  there,  you 
worry  what  the  deadly,  threat¬ 
ening  winds  will  do  to  your 
property  and  loved  ones. 

Then,  the  electricity  goes  out. 
The  storm  relentlessly  pounds 
against  the  roof,  walls,  and  win¬ 
dows.  Sounds  of  shattered  glass 
and  broken  tree  limbs  assault 
your  senses  and  you  desperate¬ 
ly  cry  out  to  God  for  help. 

At  that  dark  and  frigjitening 
moment,  what  do  you  expect 
him  to  do?  Certainly,  you  want 
protection  for  you  and  your 
family  from  the  tornado's 
destruction.  You  pray  you'll 
come  through  the  storm 
untouched;  your  expectations 
include  the  hope  that  God's 


preserve 


hand  will 
your  lives. 

But  do  you  also 
believe  that  God  can  do 
the  unexpected?  Undoubtedly, 
at  the  exact  moment  of  your  cry 
for  help,  God  could  destroy  the 
tornado,  instantaneously  stop¬ 
ping  its  deadly  force  by  causing 
It  to  completely  disappear. 

Two  violent  storms  are  the 
focus  of  this  week's  lesson:  first, 
in  Mark  4:35-39,  a  furious  thun¬ 
derstorm  threatened  to  overturn 
a  boat  upon  which  Jesus  and  his 
disciples  were  passengers;  sec¬ 
ond,  in  Mark  5:1-20,  a  storm 
raged  within  a  demon-pos¬ 
sessed  man. 

Jesus  exerted  authority /Over 
the  thunderstorm  and  the  rag¬ 
ing  demons;  both  forces  imme¬ 
diately  responded  to  Jesus.  Each 
miracle  had  tremendous  impact 
on  those  to  whom  it  happened, 
resulting  in  deeper  farm  and 


Clendinning 


understanding  that 
Jesus'  authority  cind  abil¬ 
ity  to  affect  things  super- 
naturally  comes  directly 
from  God. 

Mark  records  that 
sometime  after  sunset, 
Jesus,  exhausted  from 
teaching  and  healing  all 
day,  sp>oke  to  his  disci¬ 
ples  and  proposed  they 
cross  Lake  Galilee  horn 
the  Galilean  shore.  They  headed 
eastward  toward  the  Perean 
side,  where  it  is  presumed  Jesus 
wmted  to  preach  in  predomi¬ 
nantly  Goible  areas  that  he  had 
noWet  visited. 

Tne  boat  was  most  likely  a 
fishing  vessel,  shallow  and 
small  enough  to  be  dra^ 
up<m  the  shore.  Perhaps 
and  the  odier  disciples  who  had 
fishing  experience  took  the 
helm,  steering  the  boat  and 
transporting  their  sleeping 
teacher  safely  to  the  other  side. 

Imagine  their  dismay  when 
a  tremendous  squall  arose  that 
was  beyond  their  seaworthy 
capabilities.  High  waves  and 
wmd  played  havoc  with  the 
little  vessel  as  the  thunder¬ 
storm  raged. 


Were  the  disciples  expecting 
Jesus  to  help  bail  water  or  were 
they  merely  chastising  him  for 
not  caring  about  their  impend¬ 
ing  doom  when  they  cri€«  out 
in  verse  38,  "Teacher,  don't  you 
care  if  we  drown?" 

Awaking  Jesus  rebuked  the 
wind  and  the  sea,  saying, 
"Quiet!  Be  still!"  Scholars  say  the 
literal  translation  of  this  might 
be  "Stop  this  noise!  Be  as  though 
you  were  muzzled."  The  words 
’'rebuked"  and  "be  muzzled" 
are  the  same  verbs  used  in  Mark 
1:25  to  describe  Jesus'  casting 
out  a  demon  in  Capernaum. 

Upon  reaching  Gerasene, 
Jesus  spoke  with  the  same 
authority  and  released  the 
demon-possessed  man  from  his 
internal  storm.  Self-mutilating 
and  tortured,  this  man  lived  in  a 
cemetery:  cave-like  rooms  hewn 
out  of  rock  for  burials.  Alienated 
from  his  people,  he  was  unman¬ 
ageable,  breaking  bonds  used  to 
restrain  him. 

Recognizing  Jesus'  authority, 
the  demons  immediately  flung 
the  man  at  Jesus  in  a  fearful  fit. 
Determining  that  the  man  was 
afflicted  with  multiple  spirits, 
Jesus  gave  the  demons  permis¬ 


sion  to  enter  a  herd  of  swine  that 
was  feeding  nearby.  Although 
the  demons  had  controlled  me 
man's  behavior,  they  were  helj>- 
less  to  stop  the  pigs  from  fling¬ 
ing  themselves  to  their  deatm 
from  a  steep  bank  into  the  lake. 

Fully  restored  to  his  senses, 
the  man  begged  Jesus  to  take 
him  along.  However,  Jesus  gave 
a  firm  "no"  to  his  request,  ask¬ 
ing  that  he  return  to  nis  family 
and  countrymen  to  share  wim 
them  "how  much  the  Lord  has 
done  for  you,  and  how  he  has 
had  mercy  on  you"  (v.  19). 

Likewise,  diat  we  may  be  a 
witness  to  diose  aroimd  us,  Jesus' 
answer  to  our  requests  is  some¬ 
times  "no."  Oftentimes,  he 
answers  our  cries  for  help  in  such 
a  way  that  we  are  amazed  to  real¬ 
ize  he  has  the  power,  authority, 
and  ability  to  change  our  circum¬ 
stances  supematurally. 

Whether  Jesus  immediately 
dissipates  the  storms  of  our 
lives,  or  allows  us  to  pass 
through  them,  he  is  ever-pre¬ 
sent,  caring  for  us  in  supernat¬ 
ural,  unexp^ed  ways. 

Clendinning  is  a  former  news¬ 
paper  editor  and  a  member  of  Park 
Place  Church,  Pearl. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Crises  in  ministry:  call 

1  Samuel  1:1-3:21 


By  Jim  Burnett 


Does  God  speak  to  people 
today  as  he  did  in  biblical 
times?  How  does  one  know 
when  the  Lord  is  talking  to  him 
or  her?  After  receiving  God's 
instruction  what  should  one  do 
with  it?  What  are  the  results  of 
obeying  God's  Word?  All  of 
these  questions  will  be 
answered  in  this  week's  lesson. 

For  the  next  three  weeks  we 
will  study  the  biblical  account 
of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Samuel  who  had  a  three- 
dimensional  ministry  in  Israel 
serving  as  judge,  priest,  and 
prophet. 

We  will  look  specifically  at 
Samuel's  response  to  God's  call 
upon  his  life,  the  spiritual 
renewal  that  took  place  in 
Israel  under  his  leadership, 
and  how  Christians  can  seek 


Burnett 


and  follow  God's 
leadership  in  the 
midst  of  change. 

Listening  to  God 
(3:10).  The  sensitivity  of  Samuel 
to  God  is  incredible.  As  this 
youth  lay  in  the  temple,  the 
Lord  spoke  his  name.  Because 
Samuel  had  not  yet  personally 
experienced  the  Lord,  God's 
voice  was  mistaken  for  Eli's,  his 
mentor.  Three  times  Samuel  ran 
to  assist  Eli  who  had  not  called 
him.  Finally  Eli  discerned  that 
God  was  communicating  with 
Samuel. 

Often  Christians  are  tempted 
to  look  at  Samuel's  temple 
encounter  with  God  as  some¬ 
thing  rare  and  never  to  be 
repeated.  But  throu^out  the 
Bible,  we  see  Ckxi's  children  lis¬ 
tening  and  receiving  specific 
instructions  from  thelxird.  Can 
Christians  today  hear  Cjod? 


God  speaks  to  his 
children  in  various 
ways.  Sometimes  he 
communicates  to  us 
through  other  believers. 
Other  times  it's  throu^ 
prayer  and  sincere  Bible 
study  that  our  hearts  are 
divinely  guided.  The 
Holy  Spirit  can  also 
speak  to  us  directly.  But 
no  matter  what  metfiod 
or  catalyst  God  uses  to  attempt 
conununication,  the  prerequi¬ 
site  for  receiving  such  a  mes¬ 
sage  is  an  attentive  ear. 

Scripture  reveals  Eli's  eyes 
had  grown  dim,  but  his  spintu- 
al  ears  had  also  become  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  God  as  indicated 
^  the  delay  in  discerning 
(Jod's  communication  with 
Samuel.  How  sensitive  are  you 
to  God's  voice  and  his  instruc¬ 
tions?  Do  you  have  ears  of  a 
deer  like  Samuel  did  or  eyes  of 
a  bat  like  Eli? 

Receiving  God's  Word 
(3:11-14).  Ckxl  called  Samuel  to 
serve  him  as  a  pirohet.  Samuel 
would  now  be  (jod's  mouth- 

Eiece  and  spiritual  leader  of 
irael.  Eli,  unfortunately,  had 


forfeited  his  position  as  priest 
to  Israel  by  neglecting  to 
reprove  his  sons  for  their 
wickedness  in  the  priesthood. 
God  withdrew  his  anointing 
from  Eli  and  raised  up  Samud 
as  the  new  judge,  priest,  and 
prophet  of  IsraeL 

I  believe  God  calls  every 
Christian  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  glory  to  his  name.  But 
we  also  have  specific  callings, 
special  ministries  for  which  we 
are  gifted.  But  what  does  God 
do  when  we  refuse  to  answer 
his  call  and  use  our  spiritual 
gifts  for  his  puroose?  Fle  finds 
someone  else  who  will. 

Obeying  God's  call  (3:15- 
18).  Can  you  imagine  having  to 
deliver  fne  pink  slip  to  your 
boss  who  had  taken  you  in  as  a 
three-year-old  and  raised,  fed, 
and  mentored  you?  Essentially 
God  told  Samuel  that  Eli  was 
fired  and  Samuel  was  now  his 
replacement.  Samuel  hesitated 
to  tell  Eli,  the  High  Priest,  the 
bad  news,  but  Eli  pressed  him. 

As  a  pastor  I  can  relate  to 
Samuel's  dilemma.  Often  God 
puts  on  my  heart  a  word  of 
reproof  or  correction  that  I 


must  deliver  to  my  congrega¬ 
tion.  The  temptation  is  to  steer 
clear  of  the  uncomfortable,  the 
controversial,  but  I  fear  Ckxi 
more  than  man.  Consequently, 
obeying  God's  call  is  not 
ophonal.  Let  me  encourage 
you,  Christian,  to  be  true  to 
God's_  leading.  If  you  are  a 
Sunday  School  teacner,  a  c^- 
con,  or  serve  in  some  omer 
leadership  capacity,  don't  hesi¬ 
tate  to  obey  God's  call  to 
encourage,  correct,  reprove, 
and  instruct. 

Continuing  in  God's  service 
(3:19-21).  Samuel's  confirma¬ 
tion  as  prophet  of  Israel  came 
via  the  undeniable  activity  of 
God  in  and  through  his  life. 
God  continues  to  bless  recep¬ 
tive  hearts  and  willing  bodies. 
He  is  looking  for  boys  and  girls 
and  men  and  women  who  will 
serve  him. 

Are  you  available  for  CJod's 
servicer  And  are  you  willing  to 
become  his  lips,  feet,  and 
hands?  I  hope  so,  l^ause  there 
is  no  greater  joy  in  life  than  to 
serve  me  living  Lord. 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
Road  Church,  Jackson. 
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P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningftil,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

James  Forrest  Laws 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mrs.  Clarine  Lawson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 
Mrs.  Nell  Lee 
David  A  Diane  Lee 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
EugeiK  Lcflwich 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stuart  V.  Allen 
David  Nathan  Legge 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ira  F.  Legge 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
Ann  Leggett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Curran 
Mrs.  Chudln  Lewis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Scott  Cassel 
Bemke  Jones  Little 
Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Beatty 
Mrs.  Edna  Long 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
George  W.  Loper,  Jr. 

EiKourageis  SSC.  Highland 
BC-Vicksbuig 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  M.  Brannon 
Mr.  Milford  Lumiy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  Juchheim 
Mrs.  Rosemary  Miley  Madden 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  W.  Doolittle 
Bill  A  Deetu  Barbee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton.  Jr. 
Jo  Spears  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  D.  Griffin 
Mrs.  Ann  Boniwr  Huber 
Marilyn  Magee 
Mrs.  Gerry  McGraw 
Jane  "Sis”  Nelson  Manning 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Paul  Robinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Pettey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  O. 

Crosthwait  Jr. 

John  A  Gai  EnglaiMl.  Sandra 
A  Virginia 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  C.  Jefcoat 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Milton  E.  Jefcoat 
Ruth  B.  Jefcoat 
Mrs.  Learie  Barnett  Mason 
James  A  Annie  Lou  Knight 
Annie  Mae  MauMhi 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  B.  Harry  Jr. 

Mr.  James  Beckwith  Mawfc 
Maty  Lyiui.  Cheryl  Leigh.  A 
Ralph  Petit  Ins 
Ms.  Dianne  D.  Mitchell 
Herbart  Dnbney  Maswril,  Sr. 

Mr.  James  C.  Pqjy 
Mr.  Bob  May 
Ms.  Ada  Pittman 


Brother  of  Mrs.  Ellie  Hulett 
Ms.  Arm  Dowdle 
Lillie  H.  Hulsey 
Mr.  David  E.  Bowles 
Gwenette  Ingram 
Ms.  Rachel  Hooper 
Charles  Irby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Kish 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  James 
Rudolph  A  Faye  Spears 
Thomas  A  Martha  Spears 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  L.  Morland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rhen  W.  Pierce 
Stale  Blvd  BC  Youth  Depc- 
Meridian 
Nancy  James 
Rudolph  A  Faye  Spears 
Thomas  A  Martha  Spears 
Mr.  Pat  Jemlson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Moak 
Katie  Jewel  Jenkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Don  Johnson 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Rena  Dell  Johnson 
Betty  Hovas 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Simon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Kilicbrew 
Rena  KlUebrew  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  A.  Pullen 
A.  D.  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Mr.  Jeffrey  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Edwards 
Mrs.  "Sammie"  Kahler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickircson 
LucIHe  Stockton  Keith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Lynk 
Bapi  Men's  Bible  Class. 
Hollandale 

Charles  "Sonny"  Ketebum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Loftin 
Mr.  Jeff  King 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clovis  Harden  Jr. 
Mr.  Joe  P.  Kirby 
Mrs.  Aidelle  P.  Ikerd  A  Family 
Ms.  Louise  B.  McCiaw 
Tony  CHntnn  KMcbena 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  N.  King 


Mary  Virginia  Purvis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  S.  Carter 
Mrs.  Mattie  Putman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  B.  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Moore 
GeiM  Alirii  Pyron 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Kelley  Pyron 

Mr.  William  K.Pyron  Jr. -Pyron 
Foundation 
Raymond  Radach 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Malcolm  Reed 
Mrs.  Shirley  M.  Nowell 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Raster 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 
Randy  Richardson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Bagley 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  David  Lee 
Mrs.  Iris  Richmond 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
Mrs.  Ediu  Hughes  RHey 
Cleary  Heights  Board  of 
Directors 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  North 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hale  Singletary  Jr. 
Ms.  Mildred  Branson 
BiU  Ritchie 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leon  Bunage 
Herbert  Ray  Ritchie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Robert  L.  Rivers,  Jr. 

kb.  A  Mrs.  William  M  Parker  Jr. 
James  Lcland  Roberts 
kb.  A  kbs.  Charles  Arden  FarU  Jr. 
Mr.  BIU  Robertson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter 
Mr.  Johimy  Robinsrm 
Ms.  Barbara  B.  Goodman 
Mr.  J.  P.  "Buster"  Rooker 
Mr.  A  k4rs.  Craig  O.  Haskins 
Sara  Florence  Rosamond 
Div.450B.ofL£. 

Mr.  A  kfrs.  B.  B.  Harry  Jr. 
Ethel  Rrrwsey 
Shirley  Joiner’s  SSC,  FBC- 
Batesville 

Baby  Jana  Claire  Rutledge 
Mrs.  Judith  Randle  Brewer 
Mrs.  Esther  Lee  Sanriers 
Jamie  FraiKe  Gage 
Eli  Gatlin 

Mrs.  Opal  SatchlMd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Kennis  Roy  Satterfield 
Mr.  A  kdrs.  Thomas  D.  Heixlrix 
Mr.  Albert  Schooler 
Ms.  Ruth  V.  Whin 
Greg  Scott 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Owen  Sr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Scruggs 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
David  Shaw 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  David  Lee 
Mrs.  Neely  Shaw 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Stanley 
Mrs.  CalUe  Shepard 
Ms.  Ckris  Crenshaw 
Mr.  Herschel  D.  Shepherd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  G.  Powell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  Southerland 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Ruth  Shepherd 
Mrs.  Celeste  C.  Truin 
Mr.  PhiUip  Sides 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  kfax  Juchheim 
Mrs.  Cleo  Sigler 
Mrs.  Sue  H.  LawreiKe 
Mr.  Otis  SUus 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  McGee 
Mr.  Stewart  Simon 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Ms.  Sharolyn  Slay 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carbon  Edmondson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 

Mr.  A  kdrs.  Jack  D.  Sumrall 
Amanda  Ruth  Slocum 
Mr.  A  kifrs.  Kirby  C.  Smith  Sr. 
C.  C.  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Burnell  Brown  A 
Family 

Dorothy  B.  Smith 
Read  Family  The  John  M. 

Elaine  Smith 

Challenger's  SSC.  Macedonia 
BC-Bnx>khaven 
Kathy  Lynn  Smith 
Mr.  Henry  Leonard  Wilson 
Mr.  W.  R.  Smith 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mrs.  Otis  Lee  Snow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  ha  Lee  Kiikpaiiick  Jr. 
U.G.Sones 
Ms.  Earlean  Bowen 
James  "Brother"  Sorrell 
Mr.  James  L.  Ttavis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Wayne 
Speights 

kdri.  Jahies  C.  Polk 
Mr.  Carey  Speights 
Mrs.  James  C.  Polk 


Mrs.  Beulah  Speights 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
Mrs.  Velma  Spring 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  B.  Gregg 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Peters 
SyMe  SpugUI 
Ms.  Fiances  S.  Ranson 
Mildred  Steed 
Ms.  JurliiK  Steed 
Mias  Amie  Stepp 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Perkins 
Azel  Stog^ 

Faye  A  Wayne  Wallace 
Loretta  Stokes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  G.  Powell 
Mrs.  Myra  A.  Stringer 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Eubanks 
Ms.  Gussie  Magee 
Pauline  Weeks  Sturdivant 
Mrs.  Rosa  B.  Wade  A  Family 
Ida  G.  SweeiMy 
Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Drake 
Lyn  Tarrant 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Evans 
RHa  Taylor 

ktr.  A  Mrs.  Weslie  Causey 
Mr.  Ernest  Terry 
Mrs.  Sue  H.  LawreiKe 
Rrmdy  Terry 
Topisaw  Baptist  Church 
Betty  J.  Thomas 
M/M  OiffThach  (Clifton  A 
Taylor) 

Christine  Thomas 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Cindy  Thomas 
Lynn  A  Myron  Johnson 
Charles  Henry  Thornton 
Mrs.  Martha  Green  ktalhews 
kdr.  A  ktrs.  M.  E.  Curran 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Tillman 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  F. 
Higginbotham 
Mr.  James  L.  Townsend 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Otto  Wolf 
NeUie  M.  1>otter 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Daiuia 
Myrticc  K.  Tyrone 
Ms.  Peggy  Caimada 
Mrs.  Vivian  Umberger 
Mr.  A  kdrs.  James  E.  Dixon 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Maude  BaiiKy  SSC.  Galilee 
BC-Glosler 

Mrs.  Mary  Evelyn  Hood 
Upchurch 
Theo  S.  Crowton 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A  Hood 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Mitchell 
Ms.  Patsy  H.  Pittman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  H.  Thompson 
Mrs.  Ora  S.  Vamado 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Causey 
Willing  Workers  SSC,  Liberty 
BC 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Omar  Vamado 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Willie  Badon 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Causey 
Mrs.  Sunny  Vest 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchaiun 
Leona  VHable 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Scott  J.  Dees 
Father  of  Mr.  Kent  Wtdker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  Southerland 
Leona  Wallace 
Gerald  A  Margie  Bond 
Doiudd  A  Louise  Coleman 
Mrs.  Laura  Ward 
Mrs.  Jamie  C.  Earls 
Jamie  Warren 
Rudolph  A  Faye  Sperus 
Thonun  A  Martha  Spears 
Mr.  W.  J.  (Jamie)  Warren 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  L.  Morland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rhen  W.  Pierce 
State  Blvd  BC  Adult  CTioir- 
Meridian 

Youth  Dept.  Stale  Blvd  BC- 
Meridian 

Mr.  Chuck  Wddon 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Dan  Southerland 
Mrs.  Laura  Wcita 
Mr.  A  kdrs.  E  C.  Pasons 
Vangie  Westmoreland 
kirs.  Frances  N.  Allen 
Dr.  Reginald  White,  MD 
Dr.  A  kfrs.  Bobby  L.  Adams 
Mr.  Adam  White 
Mr.  Wade  McGlolhin 
Mr.  Lester  White 
kfrs.  William  B.  Webb 
Mrs.  PauHne  Brown  White 
Mr.  A  kfn.  Buford  Berry 
Lcsicr  WhMtcn 
Mr.  James  L.  Ttavis 
Mr.  Cecfl  WHder 
Mrs.  Mildred  Jackson  Wilchen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanford  WRkic 
Da  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
Jamm  WilHaaa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Devon  Pope 


Mr.  WUlie  WiUiams 
Ms.  Judy  Ewell  Day 
Ruth  D.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howell 
McConnick 
Mrs.  Norma  Winstead 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  B.  Blalock 
Mr.  Kenneth  Wood 
Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Mr.  William  Ervin  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kelly  Hutchison 
Mr.  James  E.  Wroten 
Siloam  Baptist  (Tiurch 
Mr.  E.  P.  Young 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  W.  DuUmey  Jr. 

FEBRUARY 
1-28,  2001 
Honors 

Mr.  Charles  Benton 
Family  of  Octave  A  Joyce 
Boiries 

Donald  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Abb  M.  Henry  Jr. 
Tony  Faulk 
Faulk  Dental  Lab 
Poplar  Creek  Nation  BC 
Ms.  Judy  Blalock 
Ms.  Terri  MontgoiiKry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Geotge  R.  Faulk 
Dr.  J.  David  Mitchell.  Jr. 

Dr.  Steven  C.  Yarbrough 
Melvin  T.  Jolly 
Mrs.  James  D.  Price 
Mrs.  Margaret  Lancaster 
Eloise  Crossley  SSC,  FBC- 
Columbus 
Carieen  McGraw 
FBC-Louisville,  AftenKxm 
WOM 

Bro.  A  Mrs.  Tom  F.  Rayburn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Long 
Bruce  Rogers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Mrs.  Ehma  Sams 
Eloise  Crossley  SSC,  FBC- 
Columbus 
Velma  Ihylor 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Gene  Citme 
Mrs.  Beulah  Upton 
Alathean  SSC,  FBC-Collins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  Walters 
Mrs.  Grace  Faulkner 
James  Womb 
Mr.  Jonathan  Miller 


FEBRUARY 
1-28,  2001 
Mbnorials 

Mr.  W.  P.  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Milton  Baker 
Mrs.  Frances  Aiken 
Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua  Jr. 

Mr.  Solmnoo  Ahmui 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jesse  E.  Brock 
Pete  A  Bessie  Saway 
Beth  Anderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lynn  V.  Lingle  A 
Family 
John  Arnold 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  E.  L.  Sessums 
David  Ammobn 
Ms.  Katie  Holden 
CHflon  Dwayne  Ashlpy 
Ms.  kfargaret  H.  Durham 
Mrs.  Lela  Anitman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  JaitMs  B.  Round 
Dr.  Bin  Austin 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Sarah  Lynn  Ray  Ayers 
Ms.  Shirley  Pyle 
Mrs.  Hugh  "Boob"  BaHey 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Robert  Howard 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Lyim  V.  Lingle  A 
Family 

Mrs.  Lyn  Knight 
kfrs.  Carolyn  Woodward 
Mrs.  Lloyd  W.  Kitchens 
Mr.  J.  B.  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  White 
Mr.  Lamont  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Trey  Whhley 
Mrs.  Mary  Barton 
Carlisle  SSC,  FBc-GreiMda 
James  M.  Bateman 
kfr.  A  Mrs.  Sam  Lackey 
Catherine  Beard 
kf;s.  kfarcene  Foster 
Herbert  Beck 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Mahon  . 
Richard  BcMing 
Hopewell  Baptist  Church 


Roy  H.  BelL  Jr. 

kfr.  A  Mrs.  Balfour  M. 
Lipscomb 
VeriMI  Denison 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Morgan 
M.  A.  Bond 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilson 
Chrules  Boscareno 
NaiKy's  SSC,  Spring  Hill  BC- 
Wesso 

kfrs.  Marcene  Foster 
Jimmie  Bowen 
Dorcus  SSC,Bowmar  Ave  BC- 
Vicksbuig 
Ruby  C.  Bowlin 
Dorcus  SSC.Bowmar  Ave  BC- 
Vicksbuig 
Mrs.  Doris  A.  Hart 
Reiu  Boykin 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Mahon 
Jean  C.  Boyles 
Ms.  EarliiK  N.  Ainswotth 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gene  M.  Coxwell 
Mr.  W.  O.  Bozeman,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 
Mr.  Ebon  Braddock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mavb  Bradley 
Temple  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ruth  Day  BreakfieM 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
kfr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Rawls  A 
Donald 

Mrs.  Curtis  L.  Johnson 

John  Brke 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  L.  Witchen 
Mr.  H.  P.  Brooks 
The  Oscar  Persons  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  L.  Broome 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Wadsworth 
Mrs.  Doris  Branssard 
kfr.  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mr.  Paul  C.  "Clint"  Brown 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  WayiK  Box 
Mrs.  Margaret  Brown 
Lois  Butler 

Bob  A  Willie  B.  Minter 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  D.  Bryan 
Mrs.  Alyce  R.  Clark 
Mr.  Warren  Buchanan 
kfr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Emily  BuHnaan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B. 

Lampton 

Mrs.  Irma  Burgess 
kfrs.  Joyce  B.  Hull 
Mrs.  Ruby  Burrow 
kfr.  A  kfrs.  Robert  J.  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
Barbara  Arm  Burton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marlin  Rimes 
Mrs.  Edna  Butler 
Mrs.  Guy  B.  Young 
Charles  CahiU 
Mrs.  Damie  Brenholtz 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buford  Berry 
Julie  Caraway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kyle  D.  Richard 
Mrs.  Betty  Jo  McAlam  Carter 
L.  M.  Berry  and  Company 
Guy  A  Pauline  Coney 
Kenneth.  Jeanette.  A  Tyier 
Couey 

Pepsi  Americas.  Iik. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gene  Allen 
kfr.  A  Mrs.  James  S.  Pilgrim 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Geotge  F.  Wsrren  Jr. 

kfr.  A  Mrs.  Ketaielh  Halfoid 
Ms.  Geialdiiw  W.  Ammon 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  W.  Marteison 

kfs.  Donna  Wilkinson 
Mrs.  Geraldine  N.  Wall 

Mrs.  Rena  L.  Casey 
Mr.  A  kfrs.  Dennis  L  kfcPhail 
Mr.  Jiasmy  Cadedge 
The  Clifton  Porter  Family 
kfrs.  Grace  Porter 
The  Sanford  Holliday  Family 
The  Jerry  Graham  Family 
Donna  Chapman 
Ms.  Patricia  E.  Robertson 
Daaay  Chrestnua 
Cris  Bryan 
Mrs.  Geneva  Clark 
Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee 
WilHam  C.  Clark 
Helen.  Joe  A  Joyce  Snider 
Cheryl  Cody 

IRS,  Oak  Lane  Professional 
Center 
FayeCoHias 

Ms.  kfaida  Stegall  A  Family 
Annie  Cone 

Woodlawn  Baptist  Church 
CharBe  Conrad 
Emery  A  Francis  Bennett 
Emu  Burt 
Audrej^Dear 
Glerni  A  Ruth  Miles 
Jean  Stepp  - 

Janet  Bryqgl 


Internet  becomes  unique  symbol  of  purity 


Students  see 
potential  for 
sharing  Christ 

SANTEE,  Calif.  (BP)  — 
While  the  focus  for  many  in  the 
aftermath  of  campus  shooting 
in  Santee  is  on  the  1 5-year-old 
assailant,  some  students  see  the 
tragedy  as  an  opportunity  for 
sharing  with  friends  the  nope 
found  in  jesus  Christ,  according 
to  a  student  evangelism  spe¬ 
cialist  for  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB). 

Scott  Grissom,  who  facili¬ 
tates  campus  evangelism  efforts 
on  secondary  school  campuses, 
said  students  at  Santana  High 
School  already  are  organizing  a 
worship  service  Saturday 
evening  to  focus  on  seeking 
God's  direction.  Grissom  was  in 
Santee  this  week  meeting  with 
Christian  students  and  church 
youth  leaders. 

"The  event  Saturday  night  is 
being  initiated  and  led  by  stu¬ 
dents,  and  that's  consistent 
with  what  God's  doing  on 
campus,"  Grissom  said. 

"I  think  what  will  come  out 
of  this,"  he  added,  "is  that 
anxmg  some  students  there  is  a 
remnant  that  is  eager  to  strike 
while  the  iron  is  hot  and  say  to 
their  friends,  'We're  rx)t  immor¬ 
tal.  Life  is  short  arxJ  our  lives 
could  end  without  warning,  and 
when  it  does  are  we  going  to  be 
ready  to  face  our  creator.'" 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
Often  a  forum  for  racy 
exchanges,  the  Internet  became 
a  symbol  of  purity  F^.  14  for 
thousands  of  teens  who  logged 
on  to  take  an  electronic  stand 
for  sexual  morality. 

In  the  47  hours  it 
took  Valentine's 
Day  to  rise  in  New 
Zealand  and  fall  in 
Hawaii, 
teenagers 
to  God  ai 
future  mates  they 
would  abstain  from 
sex  imtil  marriage. 

"We  were  really 
pleased  with  the 
response  from  teens 
on  this,"  said  Paul 
Turner,  si 
son  for 
Waits. 

Valentine's  Day 
2001,  31,000-plus 

students  made  a 
commitment  to  live 
a  life  of  purity.  A  lot 
of  kids'  lives  will  be 
spared  much 

heartache  because 
they  have  made 
that  decision." 

L  i  f  e  W  a  y 
Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  sponsors  the  inter¬ 
national  campaign,  which 
luges  teenagers  to  oioose  a  sex- 
free  lifestyle  until  they  enter  a 
biblical  marriage  relationship. 

Seize  the  Net,  the  latest 
incarnation  among  several 
annual  pushes  to  interest  teens 


in  sexual  purity,  called  for 
youne  prople  to  enter  the  True 
Ix>ve  Waits  webpage  (www.tru- 
elovewaits.com)  and  sign  em 
online  pledge  oird  to  remain 
abstinent  until  marriage. 


Teens  from  South  America  to 
Asia  and  California  to  Maine 
took  part  in  die  Internet-based 
crusade  that  allowed  young  peo- 
>le  to  join  forces  witn  others  of 
.  values.  Turner  said. 


pie  to  join  fo 
like-mmded ' 


^okesper 
True  Love 


211,(XX)  True  Love  Waits  cards 
covered  die  National  Mall  in 
Washington,  D.C.;  in  1996, 
more  than  350,(KX)  cards  were 
stacked  to  the  roof  of  the 
Georgia  I>ome  in  Atlanta;  and 
in  1999,  teens  car¬ 
ried  100,(K)0  pledge 
cards  across  the 
mile-long  Golden 
Gate  Briage  in  San 
Francisco. 

National  True 
Love  Waits  leaders 
estimate  more  than 
one  million  teens 
have  signed  cards 
pledging  sexual 
abstinence  until 


marriage. 

The 


covenant 
led  online 


Those  who  did  were  able  to 
see  the  results  on  Feb.  15  and 
download  a  participation  cer¬ 
tificate  that  stated:  "On 
Valentine's  D^  2001,  [teen's 
name]  and  31,^8  members  of 
my  generation  Seized  the  Net 
to  make  a  True  Love  Waits 
pledge  to  sexual  purity." 


"The  Internet  is  a  great  way 
to  unite  young  peopfe  all  over 
the  world  —  people  who  have 
never  even  met  each  other  — 
for  the  cause  of  sexual  purity," 
he  said. 

LifeWay  launched  the  sexual 
abstinence  campaign  in  April 
1993.  In  1994,  more  tnan 


s^i 

14  by  teens 
state:  "Believing 
diat  true  love  w<iits, 
I  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  God, 
myself,  my  fomily, 
my  Wends,  my 
future  mate  and  my 
future  children  to 
be  sexually  absti¬ 
nent  hx>m  diis  day 
until  the  day  I  ent^ 
a  biblical  marriage 
relationship." 

According  to  oiganizers  in 
the  True  Love  Waits  headquar¬ 
ters  at  LifeWay  in  Nashville, 
teens  in  churches  across 
America  participated  in  True 
Love  Waits  celebrations  on 
Valentine's  Day  with  rallies, 
parties,  and  ring-and-commit- 
ment  ceremonies. 


LifeWay  sends  counseling  tapes  to  Santee  school 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  has  shipp^  nearly  2JOOO 
CI>s  containing  counseling  sessions  to 
a  high  school  m  California  where  a  teenager 
killed  two  students  cmd  wounded  13  odiers. 

"An  employee  is  picking  up  the  24hour 
Counselor  CC«  at  a  warehouse  cmd  taking 
them  to  the  airport  where  diw  should  arrive 
in  California  dus  afternoon,"  Barry  Campbell 


of  LifeWay's  Pastor-Staff  Leadership  Section, 
said  Wednesday,  March  7. 

Campbell  said  he  hopes  the  taped  coun¬ 
seling  session.  Someone  Close  to  Me  Has 
Died,  will  help  some  of  the  students  at 
Santana  High  School  in  Santee,'  Calif.,  deal 
with  dieir  grief. 

"I  know  it's  too  late  fo  dQ..gnything 
about  the  tragedy  that  has  already 
occurred.  But  maybe  these  CDs, 
especially  the  session  I'm 
Thinking  About  Killing  Some 
People,  will  help  the  students 
understand  what  goes  on  in  the 
heads  of  young  people  who 
commit  these  sort  of  crimes  and 
prevent  something  like  this  from 
nappening  in  the  future," 
Campbell  said.  "We  also  hope 
the  (jDs  can  help  the  students 
deal  with  their  gnef." 

The  24-Hour  Counselor  CDs 
provide  immediate  helps  for 
teens  facing  some  of  life's  tough¬ 
est  challenges,  Campbell  said, 
information  is  also  available 
LifeWay's  Internet  site  at 
www.lifeway.com/24hour/. 
Some  of  the  sessions  on  the 
and  website  are:  My  Friend 
mmit  Suicide,  My 
May  Be  Pregnant,  I 
.  id  on  a  Date,  I  No 
Longer  Want  to  Live,  I'm 
Tempted  to  Go  too  Far  on  a 
Date,  I  Get  Depressed  Often, 
and  I  Might  Want  To  Join  A 

SANTEE'S  SORROW  —  A  memorial  outside  Santana  High  School,  Santee,  Calif.,  com-  Gang, 
memorates  two  students  killed  by  a  classmate  March  5.  (Photo  by  Zuma  Press)  These  topics  were  amohg  the 


most  frequently  downloaded  from 
LifeWay's  24-Hour  Counselor  website  and 
"obviously  touch  a  nerve  among  our 
teenagers  today,"  Campbell  said. 

The  session,  I'm  Thinking  About  Killing 
Some  People,  wcis  downloaded  120  times 
in  the  month  of  February,  according  to 
LifeWay  Web  statistics. 

Statistics  on  the  CD  reveal  that  the  number 
of  teoiagers  arrested  for  murder  has  tripled 
over  the  last  15  5rears.  The  CD  also  says  13 
diildren  and  youth  are  murdered  eadi  day,  16 
youtii  are  killed  each  day  witii  firearms  and 
die  United  States  has  the  fullest  homicide 
rate  between  15-24  years  of  age  in  die  wcnld. 

It  is  reported  mat  2  m^on  teenagers 
carry  knives,  guns,  clubs  or  razors,  and  as 
many  as  135,C^  take  them  to  school. 

During  the  taped  session,  Tm  Thinking 
About  Kuling  Some  People,  'Tony  Rankin,  a 
counselor  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  advises  a 
teen  named  "Troy"  on  his  desire  to  hurt 
others.  The  desire  of  a  young  person  to  kill 
or  hurt  someone  usually  stems  from  being 
mad  at  people,  being  hurt  by  them,  or 
being  rqected  by  someone  who  really  mat¬ 
ters  to  tnem,  Rankin  said  on  dw  CD. 

According  to  Rankin,  teenagers  who've 
threatened  to  kill  others  sometimes: 

•  have  extensive  knowledge  about 
weapons.  They  know  how  they  work,  what 
kinci  of  ammunition  they  use,  how  (deadly 
diey  are  at  certain  ranges  and  how  to 
obtain  them. 

•  ignore  their  rage.  They  stay  irritated 
all  the  time,  are  constantly  Icxiking  for 
ways  to  get  back  at  people,  lose  their  tem¬ 
per  often,  are  vindictive,  ^d  defy  adult 
au^ority  almost  an  of  dWtimfe. 


The  Baptist  Record 


March  15, 2001 


